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Yarbrough to head
Webster schools
Crittenden County Superin-

tendent of Schools Dr. Rachel
Yarbrough has been hired to
head the public school system in
Webster County after six years in
that role here. 
Webster County Board of Edu-

cation made the decision to hire
Yarbrough at Monday night’s

meeting, ac-
cording to in-
terim Webster
County super-
intendent Pete
Galloway.
Her first day

on the job
there will be
July 1.

Of 16 applicants for the Web-
ster County post, hers was the
only name presented by a
screening committee to the
board for consideration.
Dr. Yarbrough said the deci-

sion to leave Crittenden County
was difficult, but in effect, she
feels as if Webster County is
home, since that is where she
graduated high school and spent
the first 19 years of her educa-
tional career. She was a teacher
and administrator at Webster be-
fore coming to Crittenden
County.
“It really is bittersweet,” she

said Tuesday.
Hired in 2008 to head Critten-

den County schools, Dr.
Yarbrough is proud of where the
district now stands.
“I feel really good about all

that has been accomplished
here,” she said.
Crittenden County Board of

Education Chairman Chris Cook
applauded her efforts. 
“Dr Yarbrough has given her

heart in leading this district for
the past six years,” said Cook.
“She has taken us to new levels
of effectiveness in every major
facet of our school district.”
Cook said the search for a

new superintendent will begin
immediately.

Clerk closes office
Monday afternoon
Crittenden County Clerk Car-

olyn Byford's office will close at
12:30 p.m. Monday in order for
the clerk and deputies to attend
a training session.

Public meetings 
- Crittenden County High

School site-based decision mak-
ing council will meet at 3:30
p.m. Monday in the high school
conference room.
- Marion City Council will

meet at 6 p.m. Monday at Mar-
ion City Hall.
- Crittenden Fiscal Court will

meet at 8:30 a.m. Tuesday in
the judge’s courthouse office.

Last week, Kentucky Gov.
Steve Beshear announced he
would appeal a federal judge’s
ruling that the commonwealth
must recognize same-sex mar-
riages performed in other states.
For this week’s online poll, we
asked, “Should Gov. Beshear
have appealed a court ruling that
Kentucky must recognize same-
sex marriages?” 
The majority of voters support

the governor’s action. The re-
sults were:
- Yes: 64%
- No: 33%
- Uncertain: 3%

What’s your opinion?
Web poll results

Yarbrough
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If Mother Nature had an e-
mail address, her inbox would
surely be overloaded with
complaints about her behav-
ior this winter. She's been re-
lentless with her bitter cold
and winter storms – not just
here, but across a large swath
of the nation.

Last week's icing event
seemed to take the cake. Yet
again, businesses and public
offices were forced to close,
eating into profits and cutting
employees' hours; schools
were left closed for the entire
week of instruction for the

second time this winter,
pushing the school calendar
into June; street and road
crews worked overtime doing
their best to clear roadways;
vehicles wound up in ditches

or stuck in drives; and utility
bills continued to soar to new
heights.

It's been the same tale over
and over this winter.

As if adding insult to in-
jury, last week's dose of win-
ter weather came in March, a
time when we begin turning
our thoughts to warm sun-
shine, baseball, greening
grass and blooming flowers.
Luckily, the past few days
have given us a break; and,
hopefully, for the sanity of us
all, the last of any significant
snow, sleet and freezing rain

is behind us.
From Salem to Shady

Grove, Dycusburg to Tolu and
all points in between, people
in Crittenden County are sick
of winter. 

And it's no wonder.
Consider a few numbers

from the Kentucky Mesonet
climate and weather data sta-
tion in Crittenden County
that help tell the tale of Win-
ter 2013-14:

- As of Sunday, it's been
102 days since we gorged on
turkey and football; and since
that Thanksgiving Day, there

have been 81 days with tem-
peratures below freezing.

- Twenty-eight of those
days never saw the mercury
reach above 32 degrees. 

- The average daily temper-
ature since Thanksgiving has
been just a hair under the
freezing point.

- In January, there were
only four days that didn't reg-
ister freezing temperatures. In
December there were nine
and only six in February.
Through Sunday of this
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Numbers help tell tale of just how bad Winter 2013-14 has been

PHOTO BY JASON TRAVIS, THE PRESS

High school chemistry teacher Glenna Rich explains a concept to students Khyla Moss (left) and Lauren Watson.
Rich said snow days didn't just affect class instruction; it also cancelled the chemistry students' field trip to Westlake. 

By JASON TRAVIS
STAFF WRITER

Most students would appreciate
missing a few days of school due to
winter weather conditions. But as of
last Friday, Crittenden County stu-
dents had missed 17 days of in-
struction, with only two having
been made up. 

Making up those missed school
days will shorten summer vacation,
especially a disadvantage for grad-
uating seniors preparing to begin
college in the fall. While make-up

days are scheduled, the on-again,
off-again nature of the spring se-
mester has so far played havoc with
valuable student instructional time
as teachers work to cover all stan-
dards in course work. 

Crittenden County Schools In-
structional Supervisor Vince Clark
said officials are concerned with the
number of snow days and how they
have created what Clark refers to as
a disruption to student learning. 

“There is a disruption to the
rhythm of delivering instruction for

your students,” Clark said. “When
it’s interrupted like it has been this
year, it does impact how students
learn because there’s a lot of re-
teaching. Some of the new informa-
tion gets pushed back a little.” 

However, Clark called last Friday
an important day in moving the
school year forward. Although stu-
dents received another day off be-
cause of hazardous travel concerns,
teachers were able to return to the

By JASON TRAVIS
STAFF WRITER

A partnership disrupted by
bureaucracy. 

That’s the message sent by
Pennyrile District Health De-
partment officials on the deci-
sion to no longer provide
in-house school clinics at
Crittenden County schools
after the current academic
year. In fact, last Wednesday,
the health department an-
nounced it will be closing all
of its school clinics at the end
of June in the five counties
with which it partners.  

The action will also lead to
layoffs within the district

health department, but how
many was unclear at press
time.

Allison Beshear, the direc-
tor of the Pennyrile District
Health Department, said the
district board of health met
Feb. 27 and decided to close
the remaining eight school
clinics that serve Crittenden,
Caldwell, Livingston, Lyon
and Trigg counties after their
contracts with those school
districts expire. 

“Many options were con-
sidered, and after a lengthy
discussion the board voted to
discontinue this program
July 1, 2014,” a news release

from the district health de-
partment read.

The closures come on the
heels of a reduction in
personnel at school
clinics over the last
several months. At the
beginning of the 2013
fiscal year, the health
department had 10
school clinics in its
five-county health dis-
trict. During that year,
two clinics closed –
one at Crittenden
County High School and an-
other in Caldwell County –
due to limited funding be-
cause of Kentucky Spirit, a

managed care organization,
not paying for services. 

Last May, Crittenden
County Board of Edu-
cation agreed to keep
two school clinics
open for the current
academic year. The
clinics are located at
the elementary school
and middle school,
which shares its clinic
with the high school.
To keep two full-time
nurses and one full-

time clerical assistant at
those clinics cost $63,000.
Crittenden County Board of
Health agreed to pay $10,000

toward the amount, lowering
the board of education’s com-
mitment to $53,000.

Health department officials
said over the last three years,
the school health program
has struggled due to cutbacks
from Medicaid and having to
pay a 30-percent match on
every Medicaid dollar re-
ceived. 

“The managed care organ-
izations have put so many re-
strictions on what they will
allow to be reimbursed in a
school health setting,”
Beshear said. “We were not

Beshear

See WINTER/Page 20

See NURSE/Page 20

Health department to shut school clinics

Snow days disruptive to instruction

Out of rhythm

See CLASSES/Page 16

Turning 100
another goal
for Shaffer
By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR

It’s fair to say, when Effie Shaffer
sets a goal, she achieves it.

Her first goal in life was for her
daughter to graduate college. A second
goal was for her and her husband to
own their own home. Her third goal
was to see all 50 states.

Check, check and check.
And her fourth major goal was to

See DIRECTOR/Page 4

New director
to be hired at
senior center
By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR

Crittenden County Senior Citizens
Center should have a new director
named by today (Thursday).

Judy Peterson, executive director
of Pennyrile Allied Community Serv-
ices (PACS) in Hopkinsville, said on
Tuesday that interviews of candidates
were conducted on Monday to seek a

See GOAL/Page 7

Effie Shaffer of Crittenden County will
celebrate her 100th birthday today.

Summer rec ball deadline near
Saturday is the deadline for registering boys and girls ages 4-12 in summer recreational softball and 
baseball leagues at Marion Crittenden County Park. For more information, see Sports on Page 17.
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EDITORIAL

Governor right to
appeal fed ruling on
state marriage laws 

In November 2004, Kentucky voters went to the
polls to vote for more than a president and candi-
dates for local office. On the ballot was a constitu-
tional amendment defining marriage in the
commonwealth as between one man and one
woman. The amendment resoundingly passed with
the approval of 75 percent of voters.

Almost 10 years later, a federal judge overturned
the results of that election spurred by a lawsuit filed
by two same-sex couples who were married outside
Kentucky. They sought to force the state to recognize
their unions as legal, reported The Associated Press.

On Feb. 12, U.S. District Judge John Heyburn or-
dered Kentucky to recognize out-of-state same-sex
marriages, capsizing the choice made by nearly 1.2
million Kentuckians a decade earlier and effectively
usurping the democratic process. 

Judge Heyburn’s opinion was that the ban on rec-
ognizing same-sex marriages violated the equal-pro-
tection clause in the 14th Amendment of the U.S.
Constitution because it treated “gay and lesbian per-
sons differently in a way that demeans them.”

The ruling did not overturn the fact that same-sex
marriages cannot be performed in Kentucky; it sim-
ply required the commonwealth to recognize those
marriages performed in other states and countries.

On Feb. 28, Judge Heyburn finalized his judicial
order and gave Kentucky Attorney General Jack
Conway 21 days to appeal the ruling.

On March 4, Conway, a Democrat from Louisville,
said he would not appeal the ruling from the federal
court. In a teary-eyed press conference, he said it
was because “I would be defending discrimination.
That I will not do.”

Just a few moments later, Gov. Steve Beshear, a
fellow Democratic and attorney from Dawson
Springs, exercised his authority over the matter, is-
suing a statement that the state would hire outside
attorneys to appeal the legal decision. He said the
issue, because many other states are facing the
same legal chaos, should ultimately be decided by
the U.S. Supreme Court.

Earlier on the same day that Conway and Beshear
made clear their intentions, Crittenden County
Judge-Executive Perry Newcom sent out an e-mail to
several local constituents urging them to contact
Conway’s office and ask that the attorney general
“appeal the decision of this federal judge and that he
uphold the current ‘Marriage Law’ of Kentucky as it
stands.”

“I am not going to speak as to the ‘rights’ of one
particular sexual orientation over another, as I feel
that is a personal decision for us all...” wrote New-
com in his plea for action. “What I do wish to speak
about is the fact that the democratic process is being
completely undermined with this federal district
(court) decision.”

Newcom’s appeal to his constituents was not out
of turn.

In 2004, 3,282 Crittenden Countians supported
the constitutional amendment defining marriage as
between a man and a woman. Only 447 voted
against it. That’s more than a 7-to-1 margin who
stood to defend traditional marriage.

We applaud Newcom’s request and Gov. Beshear’s
action to appeal a law passed resoundingly by the
people of Kentucky; and judging from the local elec-
tion results of 2004, we feel it is safe to say most
Crittenden Countians do as well.

Our opinion is in no way intended as an afront to
those in the gay community, but as full support of a
democratic process in which most Americans still
believe and entrust their future. 

As a sovereign state, until Kentucky voters alone
overturn the 2004 constitutional amendment at the
ballot box, the law should stand without intervention
by the federal courts.

If you’ve been outdoors for
any length of time this winter,
you’ve probably heard a flock
or two of geese honking over-
head. Sometimes we look up
to see as many as 50 geese in
a V-shaped formation headed
to who knows where? As a
child, I was told they were fly-
ing north in the spring and
south during the winter
months. Today, due to chang-
ing weather and food factors,
that information may be only
partially correct.

My interest in geese migra-
tion was piqued when a friend
showed me pictures she had
made in January on a lake in
southern Illinois. I had never
seen so many varying colors
and sizes of geese all on the
ground at the same time. So,
when my husband and I got
out one bright, cold winter
day for a drive-around, I said,
“Let’s go to Ballard County.
We might see the geese.” That
was right down Eddie’s alley
anyway.

We were there in about an
hour, circling through the
wildlife management area, not
seeing any water fowl as we
expected, only a few deer graz-
ing in the fields. I was pretty
disappointed. We could see
deer on our farm. I was hop-
ing for birds.

We drove down gravel
roads and farmland, watching
for any signs. All of a sudden,

Eddie came to an abrupt stop
on the country road and
pointed up in the sky over a
harvested soybean field,
“Look, Linda. What in the
world is that?”

The sight caught my
breath. What appeared to be a
huge black tornado swirled in
the sky, lowering itself grace-
fully to the ground. As if they
were falling from a funnel,
thousands of geese, both
black and white, landed on
the field and began to forage
for leftovers the combine had
left behind. In all his years of
hunting, Eddie had never
seen anything like it.

Of course, as soon as we
got home, I began searching
the Internet. My knowledge of
geese hadn’t expanded since
my early years. Why were the
geese in western Kentucky
this time of the year? Were
they in their migratory pat-
tern? Down deep, I hoped this
signaled an end to winter.
Maybe they were hurrying
home to Canada to spend the

summer in a cooler location. It
was time for an update.

At the risk of sounding like
a student writing an assign-
ment on geese, I scanned the
highlights quickly. I was able
to identify the gray/white
geese we had seen as Snow
Geese (5 million in population)
and Canadian Geese (4-5 mil-
lion), with several subspecies
mixed in, plus varying colors
according to age. Other inter-
esting facts were that geese
pair for life, usually during the
second year, and breed the
third year. The females come
back to the place they were
hatched to breed from late
May to mid-August, but
spend more than half of their
year on their migratory path.

What I found out about
their migration was a bit con-
fusing, not only to me, but to
scientists who are dedicated
to the health and well-being of
geese in general. Yes, the
geese are migrating north to
south with stops all across
our part of the United States,
with western Kentucky and
Illinois right in the middle.
But, with the exception of this
winter, previous years had
been mild, causing some to
want to stay here in our area
of the country. They weren’t
migrating as far south, which
some scientists believe had
led to over-population. Ade-
quate food supply, man-made

lakes and waterways, and
lack of former predators such
as coyotes, fox and raccoons
had affected migration. The
end result showed that the
ones who came back to the
tundra in the Artic returned
healthier than in the past
when they had to depend
solely on marshlands.

Here in Kentucky, there
was plenty of agricultural
grain to eat and many days
above freezing. Now, geese
populations have grown so
that some people see them as
pests and are trying to find
ways to eradicate them.

The information was en-
lightening, but seeing thou-
sands of geese put on a show
right before my eyes was over-
whelming. From now on, I’ll
be more vigilant when I see
geese flying overhead. They
are extraordinary fowl who
know how to survive from
year to year and how to adapt
regardless of human alter-
ations. They have become the
most common waterfowl
species in North America.
And, if things keep going like
they have in previous years,
we will be seeing more of them
every year.

(Linda Defew is a freelance
writer from Livingston County
who has had numerous works
published. Her column ap-
pears in this newspaper peri-
odically.)
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Geese remarkable, adaptable birds
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It’s only my opinion, but I
think any time, as in any
month, is a good time to
travel in Kentucky. I’m well
aware that for Kentucky, like
many other states, the tradi-
tional vacation time is from
Memorial Day through Labor
Day. After that, some venues
actually scale back their
hours and even days of opera-
tion.

But don’t despair. For
those who have the flexibility
to get up and go regardless of
the month, this can be a good
thing. Good in that venues
are often less crowded, hotels
usually offer lower rates and,
for me personally, those hikes
over state park trails can be
done without encountering
some of those critters I’m not
enamored with.

There are so many places
across the state that can be
enjoyed in less desirable
weather than the spring,
summer and fall months af-
ford us most of the time.

I plead guilty to using the
phrase “a hidden treasure” or
“a best kept secret.” These
words seem to appear in
many of the travel brochures
everywhere. The fact is they
are often true.

And one of those is the
Museum of Fine Art in
Owensboro on Frederica
Street.

There’s something about a
visit here that just makes you
feel better. It’s one of those
wonderful museums that

offer up a pleasant surprise of
sophistication and culture,
while at the same time a cer-
tain amount reflects the
southern heritage that in-
cludes Kentucky art from as
far back as the early 1800s.

The art collection here is
diverse, to say the least.
American, European and
Asian exhibits are among the
treasures of international
works.

A museum of this caliber
would often be found in a
much larger city than Owens-
boro. 

The Center for Kentucky
History in Frankfort is now 14
years old, and the 167,000-
square-foot structure is a
must see even if you’ve been
there before. It retraces Ken-
tucky’s history as far back as
12,000 years.

All told, museum collec-
tions number more than
120,000 artifacts, plus more
than 8,000 oral history inter-
views. 

The Patton Museum at
Fort Knox has been around in
one form or another since
1949. George Patton was one

of America’s greatest and con-
troversial generals. As com-
mander of the 3rd Army in
World War II, his troops
swept across France, Bel-
gium, Luxembourg, Germany,
Austria and Czechoslovakia,
liberating and conquering
more than 81,000 miles of
land.

The museum is dedicated
to the preservation of the U.S.
Army and its armor branch of
the military. 

Renfro Valley in Mount
Vernon is a Kentucky icon
when it comes to founder
John Lair’s vision for the 650-
seat theater he built in a big
barn. His goal was to help
preserve Appalachian music
and culture from what he per-
ceived as the over-commer-
cialization of country music.

The first musical broadcast
dates back to 1939, and over
the years, the likes of George
Jones, Aaron Tippin, Merle
Haggard, Mickey Gilley, Ron-
nie Milsap, Charlie Pride, Lor-
rie Morgan and Loretta Lynn
have and still do perform
there. Be sure and call for
show times and dates. 

Toyotas are built in
Georgetown and this massive
7.5 million-square-foot facility
that employees more than
7,000, has one of the finest
automotive plant tours in the
world.

Every tour begins in the
11,500-square-foot visitor’s
center where trams are then
boarded for a comfortable

tour that last from one and a
half to two hours. Reserva-
tions are a must. 

Of course, in Bowling
Green is another car plant
tour. The Corvette Assembly
Plant is the only place in the
world that “America’s Sports
Car” is built. And with the
National Corvette Museum
sitting adjacent to the plant,
visitors can have a two-for-
one experience. 

The Newport Aquarium in
Newport sits on the banks of
the Ohio River in this north-
ern Kentucky city and has
been recognized as one of the
best museums of its type in
the nation.

With some 70 exhibits and
14 galleries that include more
than 200 feet of seamless
acrylic tunnels which allow
visitors to surround them-
selves with numerous vari-
eties of aquatic life from
throughout the world, the 1
million gallons of water in the
giant aquarium is home to
more than 7,000 aquatic
creatures in an almost unbe-
lievable state-of-the art set-
ting.

These are only a few of get-
aways Kentuckians can enjoy
even when the weather is not
to your liking.

(Gary P. West is an author
of several books, a freelance
writer for several magazines
and a syndicated columnist
for several newspapers in
Kentucky. He can be reached
at west1488@insightbb.com.)

Anytime good time for travel across Kentucky
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March 16-22, has been
set aside as Sunshine Week
in the United States. Though
created by journalists, Sun-
shine Week is about the pub-
lic’s right to know what its
government is doing and
why.

Sunshine Week seeks to
enlighten and empower peo-
ple to play an active role in
their government at all levels
and to give them access to
information that makes their
lives better and their com-
munities stronger.

Participants include news
media, government officials
at all levels, schools and uni-
versities, libraries and
archives, individuals, non-
profit and civic organizations,
historians and anyone with
an interest in open govern-
ment.

The

Crittenden Press
USPS 138-260

125 E. Bellville St. | P.O. Box 191 | Marion, KY 42064
270.965.3191 | www.the-press.com

thepress@the-press.com

The Crittenden Press Inc. management and staff
Publisher.............................................................Chris Evans
Editor...............................................................Daryl K. Tabor
Reporter .............................................................Jason Travis
Advertising manager........................................Allison Evans
Graphic design.................................................Brian R. Hunt
Operations manager ........................................Alaina Barnes

                                                                                                          
The Crittenden Press (USPS 138-260) is published weekly by The
Crittenden Press Inc., P.O. Box 191, 125 E. Bellville St., Marion, KY 42064.
Periodicals postage paid at Marion, KY and at additional mailing offices.
Subscriptions $32 to $55 per year. POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to The Crittenden Press, P.O. Box 191, Marion, KY 42064.

Copyright 2014

Newsprint is a renewable resource. Recycling bins are located 
at the county’s convenience center on U.S. 60 east of Marion.



The Press letters policy
Letters should be submitted by 5 p.m., Friday the week

before publication. Submissions must include only the
author’s name, address, phone number and signature. Phone
numbers and addresses are required, but will not be pub-
lished. 

Letters should be written in good taste and in most cases
should not exceed 300 words or be submitted within 30 days
of your last submission. The Crittenden Press reserves the
right to reject or edit letters for clarity, brevity and otherwise at
our discretion. Original submissions will not be returned.

Your letters to the editor may be brought into our office or
sent to: Letters, P.O. Box 191, Marion, KY 42064-0191 or e-
mailed to thepress@the-press.com.
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The winter weather inter-
rupted the General Assembly
when last Monday’s session
had to be canceled due to
road conditions across the
Commonwealth. The session
was gaveled in on Tuesday
and activity began again.

The last day to file new
legislation has passed with
584 bills being introduced in
the House and 240 bills
being introduced in the Sen-
ate. Of these 824 bills, four
are now law and four are
waiting for the governor’s sig-
nature. One more bill has
been passed by both the
House and Senate but has
yet to be enrolled (signed by
both the Speaker of the
House and the President of
the Senate). Most of the re-
maining bills will not become
law in the remaining three
weeks or so of the session,
but I expect a flurry of activ-
ity in the remaining weeks of
this year’s regular session. In
addition to the bills I men-
tioned, there have been 192
resolutions introduced in the
House and 216 resolutions
introduced in the Senate.

House Bill 62 passed the
House last week. This bill
would forbid a person con-
victed of rape in the first de-
gree to have parental or
visitation rights with respect
to any child born as a result
of that sexual assault. It is
hard to believe that a law
such as this would be neces-
sary since common sense
would also forbid such a
thing. However, in today’s so-
ciety, it seems as if common
sense is not so common, so
such a law is required. I, of
course, voted yes on HB 62.

Another bill that passed
the House last week was HB
333, which did a number of
things. One would allow the
Kentucky Teachers' Retire-

ment System (KTRS) to use
and accept electronic signa-
tures. Another would require
public employers other than
school districts to provide
paid leave to teacher trustees
serving on the KTRS board.
Other provisions clarified
types of pay, addressed in-
surance and investment con-
sultants and yet another
would set regulations requir-
ing more frequent reports
from school districts.

This was one of a number
of “housekeeping” bills that
seem to arise every session.
These types of bills are filed
because technology changes,
things were missed or there
were unintended conse-
quences of the original legis-
lation. There were many
positive things in HB 333,
but two concerned me. The
first was the requirement
that public employers other
than school districts must
provide paid leave to teacher
trustees serving on the KTRS
board. The second was the
provision setting administra-
tive regulations to require
more frequent submission of
reports by participating em-
ployers.

Since teachers at times
work during the summer
months at another public en-
tity, a potential employer
might choose not to hire that
teacher due to the special
leave with pay requirement.
It also seems to me that the
legislature should not dictate

that our tax dollars be used
to send people to a pension
board meeting if those people
are not working at the school
at the time of the meeting. I
filed an amendment that
would have changed the
wording of the bill to allow,
but not require, a public en-
tity to pay a KTRS board
member for the board mem-
ber’s attendance at a board
meeting. My amendment was
defeated on a roll call vote.

I also filed an amendment
that would limit the number
of reports a school district
would be required to file to
four per year. That amend-
ment was also defeated on a
roll call vote.

Based on the defeat of
those amendments, I reluc-
tantly voted no on HB 333.

At the time this column
was submitted on Monday
morning, the House Appro-
priations and Revenue Com-
mittee had still not held a
hearing on the proposed
budget, but I expect that to
change shortly. The various
subcommittees that are
working on different portions
of the budget are to report to
the full committee this week,
so I am hopeful that the
budget bill will be brought to
the full House in time for a
thorough debate on the de-
tails. Since the budget origi-
nates in the House, it will
have to go to the Senate after
House approval, but time is
running out.

HB 410, which would pro-
vide a waiver of up to 10 in-
structional days for schools
that have missed days during
the 2013-14 school year, has
been filed. I have received
many calls, letters and e-
mails on this bill and most
have been in support of it.
Interestingly, but probably
not a surprise to anyone, a

large number of the calls
have been from students
themselves. In fact, this is
the only legislation that has
engendered much if any
communication from stu-
dents!

Should HB 410 come to
the full House for a vote, I
will support it as currently
written, but I will do so with
some trepidation. Education,
as we all agree, is of vital im-
portance and lessening our
current instructional require-
ments is not a good thing.
This winter’s weather might
be an aberration, but there is
no certainty that the same
weather patterns won’t be
with us next year or some
other year in the future. I
would rather see the number
of scheduled “off” days dur-
ing the school year substan-
tially reduced so that a year
like we just had would allow
time for makeup days to be
scheduled in order to allow a
complete school year to be
completed before June.

As always, thank you for
reading my updates and
thank you for contacting me
with your concerns and
thoughtful suggestions. It is
a privilege to represent you in
the Kentucky House of Rep-
resentatives and your input
helps me make decisions
that best represent the views
of the 4th District.  

I can be contacted by the
information found on this
page, and I am also on Face-
book, and you can follow my
periodic posts if you “Like”
my Lynn Bechler, Kentucky
State Representative page.

(Rep. Bechler is a first-term
Republican representative
from Marion. He represents
House District 4, which is
comprised of Crittenden, Liv-
ingston, Caldwell and a por-
tion of Christian County.)
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Bill to forgive missed school days filed

Many lawmakers joined
thousands of Kentuckians
gathered along Capitol Av-
enue last Wednesday to
commemorate the 50th an-
niversary of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.’s March on
Frankfort. It was a cold and
blustery March 5 when Dr.
King led 10,000 others in a
march up to the front door of
our Capitol in support of the
Kentucky Civil Rights Act.

Retracing his steps with
some of those who walked
with him then was a won-
derful demonstration of how
far we have come as a state
and nation. And a poignant
reminder that we are writing
history and paving a future
for our state with the laws
we make in these truly hal-
lowed halls.

Every bill we pass – both
the mundane and the mag-
nificent – is a tribute to
decades and centuries of
struggle and sacrifice for

freedom and equality and a
more perfect representative
democracy.

Many bills were discussed
last week. More than a
dozen gained full Senate ap-
proval. 

Among them, Senate Bill
109, passed 36-2, would
prohibit the sale of “elec-
tronic cigarettes” to minors.
E-cigarettes are sometimes
marketed as a safer alterna-
tive to traditional cigarettes
because they are smokeless.
But they still emit a vapor-
ized form of nicotine to users
that supporters of the meas-

ure feel is addictive and un-
safe for youth. SB 109 would
put e-cigarettes under the
same rules and regulations
of tobacco products. 

Several of the bills ap-
proved by the Senate last
week focused on the con-
cealed-carry law in the state. 

SB 100 would modernize
and streamline the con-
cealed carry (CCDW) appli-
cation process by allowing
electronic submission for li-
censes in the state. This
would expedite the electronic
application process to two
weeks (as opposed to two
months for a paper applica-
tion). SB 100 has the sup-
port of the Kentucky State
Police, the Kentucky Sheriff’s
Association and the National
Rifle Association.

We hope this measure will
help with the backlog of
CCDW applications the state
is dealing with. This would
not change any training or

licensing requirements, but
would simply allow law-abid-
ing citizens to receive their
CCDW license more quickly.

In an effort to make the
CCDW application process
more straightforward for vet-
erans, SB 125 would further
clarify the allowance for cer-
tain honorably-discharged
service members to forgo the
training requirement for a
CCDW license. The measure
would allow them to sign an
affidavit confirming comple-
tion of military handgun
training. These men and
women have served and de-
fended our state and nation
and have proven they can be
trusted to safely and respon-
sibly handle weapons out-
side the military.

These bills now go to the
House of Representatives for
further action.

Last Thursday, I was
pleased to meet with individ-
uals from across the state

representing our public li-
braries. Public libraries play
a vital role in our communi-

ties. Kentuckians use their
libraries to meet their basic
needs and to enhance their
lives. They use the public li-
braries to save money, edu-
cate their children, find jobs
and access the Internet. 

Another important mile-
stone was reached this week
as we completed two-thirds
of the session: The deadline
for filing new bills. With 800
bills introduced this year, we
will have plenty to consider
in our final 20 working days.
And while no new bills will
be introduced, there is still
plenty of time for you to ex-
ercise your rights and get in-
volved with any of the bills
already in the process.

(Sen. Ridley, a Henderson
Democrat, has served in the
Kentucky Senate since 2004
representing Senate District 4,
which is comprised of Critten-
den, Livingston, Caldwell,
Webster, Union and Hender-
son counties.)
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Upward offers
more than games
To the editor

I read an article on the Inter-
net recently in which the author
was talking about how nice it
was that her kids were in a
small school where everyone
gets to play on any ball team
they choose, where no one is
cut because they aren’t good
enough, where if you wear the
uniform, you get to play. 

We live in a small town, but
that’s not how it works here.
Kids do get cut, and just be-
cause the kid has the uniform
on doesn’t mean he’ll get off the
bench. 

Sometimes, I think living in
this small town makes getting
cut or not getting off the bench
even harder because there are
fewer that it happens to. Watch
the faces of the kids who don’t
get playing time. They’re not
content just to be there; they
want to play. That’s why they
signed up, why they come to
practice and why they’re at
every game just waiting for their
chance to get in.

There is a league, though,
where everyone gets equal
playing time and no one ever
gets cut. There is a basketball

league in Marion where a young
child who might not ever get
playing time on a school or trav-
eling league was able to score 4
points on a recent Saturday.
And it brings tears to my eyes to
remember the look of pure joy
on his face when he saw the
basketball go through the net,
not once but twice. 

The entire gym cheered for
his accomplishment. Parents,
grandparents, friends and
coaches from both teams were
clapping and yelling for this boy
because we all knew how much
it meant to him to make those
shots.

The league he plays for is
Upward Basketball. My family
has been part of Upward for 10
years. My sons have played
and coached basketball, and
I’ve coached cheerleading. We
love Upward not just because
everyone gets a fair shot, but
because Upward is partly re-
sponsible for the salvation of my
husband, myself and both of my
boys. 

The Upward program that
Marion Baptist Church operates
invited our family to church and
accepted us as we were, not
just to the basketball team, but
to God. 

Stefanie Graham

Marion, Ky.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

By PAUL COOMES 
AND WILLIAM HOYT
GUEST COLUMNISTS

This year, the Kentucky
state legislature could give
citizens a chance to a vote on
allowing time-limited local
sales taxes for dedicated
projects. These would be op-
tional at the local level, prob-
ably a 1-percentage-point
rate added to the 6 percent
rate now levied by Kentucky
state government. As econo-
mists, we write not to recom-
mend higher taxes overall,
but to explain why local sales
taxes are both popular
around the United States
and a useful addition to the
financial toolbox of local
communities.

Economists see many ad-
vantages to local sales taxes
compared to other taxes. One
axiom of economics is that if
you tax something you get
less of it. Thus, taxing con-
sumption encourages saving,
while taxing income punishes
effort and achievement.
Moreover, households tend to
view sales taxes as associated

with the voluntary act of pur-
chasing something desirable,
but view income taxes as a
forced extraction from their
hard earned wages and
salaries.
Hence, voters
are more
likely to ap-
prove sales
tax in-
creases, par-
ticularly
when they
see the funds
dedicated to
an important
public good or service, but to
reject income tax increases.

Local governments around
Kentucky need some finan-
cial flexibility. They are on
the front lines of services to
residents and businesses, in-
cluding public safety, fire
protection, EMS, sanitation,
roads, sidewalks, libraries,
parks and recreation facili-
ties. Yet, they are increas-
ingly squeezed by huge
employee pension costs re-
quired by state government.
Local governments rely on

property tax revenues, which
have been flat for many
years, and occupational and
business taxes that discour-
age work and risk taking.

And, being
closest to
voters, local
public offi-
cials hear the
“no new
taxes” mes-
sage the
loudest and
most fre-
quent.

A more
subtle, but equally impor-
tant, point is that communi-
ties around Kentucky aspire
to grow and prosper in differ-
ent ways. Some want more
safety, some more parks,
some more libraries, conven-
tion centers, bike paths, arts
facilities, buses or swimming
pools. Some want less. Ken-
tucky state government has
traditionally provided many
of these economic- develop-
ment and quality-of-life
amenities for communities.
But state government has its

own fiscal constraints and
should spend its growth dol-
lars on truly statewide is-
sues, like highways, bridges,
higher education, health care
for the poor and prisons. 

With the option of adding,
say, a penny to the sales tax,
local governments could
place on the ballot a proposal
to spend the extra money on
a specific package of public
services most in demand by
local citizens. If they approve
it in a referendum, clearly the
community wants to tax itself
to get items in the package. If
the referendum fails, the tax
would not go into effect. The
complicated state-local fund-
ing structures to build the
Louisville downtown arena
and the rebuilding of Rupp
Arena in Lexington are great
examples of projects that
could more cleanly be funded
by a local sales tax.

Under one format, the ad-
ditional sales tax revenues
are used to service the debt
on a bond issue, typically
with a 20-year life, with the
bond proceeds dedicated to

some community enhance-
ment projects rather than
core local public services like
police. When the bonds are
paid off, the local sales tax
expires unless voters re-au-
thorize it for new projects.

The local sales tax option
also creates the possibility of
changing the structure of
taxation without raising over-
all taxation. For example, a
community could vote to re-
duce or get rid of its occupa-
tional license tax or net
profits tax and replace the
revenues with those from a
sales tax.

Thirty-seven U.S. states
allow local sales taxes. Eighty
of the largest 108 American
cities have local sales taxes.
Of our bordering states, only
Indiana and Virginia do not
allow them. Tennessee uses

local sales taxes extensively,
with rates up to 2.25 percent
(on top of the state rate of 7
percent), and is thus able to
function without taxation of
wages and salaries any-
where. Kentucky’s constitu-
tion currently allows general
sales taxation only at the
state level. But an amend-
ment to the constitution, al-
lowing local sales taxes, has
been offered to the legisla-
ture, and with approval from
the General Assembly will be
submitted to voters later this
year. We believe adding this
tool to the toolbox of commu-
nities in Kentucky makes
good economic sense.

(Editorial note: This op-ed
was writtenden by Paul
Coomes, Ph.D., Emeritus Pro-
fessor of Economics, Univer-
sity of Louisville; and William
Hoyt, Ph.D., Gatton-Endowed
Professor and Chair of Eco-
nomics, University of Ken-
tucky. Coomes can be reached
at paul.coomes@louisville.edu
or (502) 608-4797. Hoyt can
be reached at whoyt@uky.edu
or (859) 257-2518.)

Staying in touch
Rep. Lynn Bechler (R-Marion)
702 Capital Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
502.564.8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Sen. Dorsey Ridley (D-Henderson)
702 Capital Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
502.564.8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Kentucky Legislature’s website
www.lrc.ky.gov

Legislative Message Line
(800) 372-7181

Bill Status Line
(866) 840-2835

Calendar (Meetings) Line
(800) 633-9650

TTY Message Line
(800) 896-0305

Lawmakers remember King’s march on Frankfort

GUEST OPINION

Economists advocate local option sales tax

Coomes Hoyt

Tax legislation
Kentucky Senate Bill 135 and House

Bill 399 propose an amendment to the
state constitution to allow local govern-
ments the authority to levy a local option
sales and use tax upon voter approval.
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Call 270-365-9991 today for an appointment.

1600 GROOMS LN., PRINCETON, KY

2014 SPRING VACCINATION 
AND COGGINS CLINIC

                   

PHOTO BY KENTUCKY LRC

Bechler visits with local educators
Rep. Lynn Bechler (R-Marion) visited with top education offi-
cials from Crittenden County on their recent visit to Frankfort.
Pictured above with Bechler (center) are Crittenden County
Board of Education Chairman Chris Cook and Superintendent
of Schools Dr. Rachel Yarbrough.Springlike

weather brings
out fun at park
Children and parents alike en-
joyed a warm, sunny afternoon
Monday at Marion-Crittenden
County Park as temperatures
reached nearly 70 degrees just
one week after a winter storm
crippled the area and kept chil-
dren out of school for a week.
Above, Brandon Rushing helps
his daughter Caydence, 2, down a
slide at the playground  as moth-
ers Felecia Murray (left) and
Casara Butts watch their children
enjoy the fun the park has to offer
on a springlike day. At left, Tristin
Bell, 5, makes his way through a
tube that is part of the playground
equipment. All areas of the munic-
ipal park were busy with activity
after schools dismissed for the
day.

PHOTOS BY DARYL K. TABOR, THE PRESS

By JASON TRAVIS
STAFF WRITER

Capitalizing on the success of the
state’s health care exchange,
kynect, last month Gov. Steve
Beshear outlined a broad plan to
improve the health of all Kentuck-
ians. Part of that plan included re-
ducing the number of statewide
lung cancer deaths attributed to cig-
arette smoking by calling for higher
tax rates on cigarette sales and leg-
islation aimed at banning smoking
in public buildings and workplaces
statewide. 

The number of statewide deaths
attributed to lung cancer certainly
reaffirms many concerns of health
care officials. According to figures
from the Kentucky Cancer Registry,
from a five-year period beginning in
2007 and ending in 2011, lung can-
cer was ranked as the leading type
of cancer in the state based on data
released Nov. 1, 2013. Locally, it
contributed to an estimated 38
deaths in Crittenden County and 56
deaths in Livingston County during
that same five-year period. A sepa-

rate report indicates almost 17,000
Kentuckians died from lung cancer
during that time. 

Joan Lang, Pennyrile District
Cancer Control Specialist for the
Kentucky Cancer Program, said ap-
proximately 80-90 percent of lung
cancer deaths result from cigarette
smoking. 

To help individuals kick the nico-
tine habit, Lang will facilitate a pro-
gram entitled Plan to be Tobacco
Free. The program will be held from
1 to 2 p.m. April 3 at the Ed-Tech
Center in Marion. 

The one-day intervention is de-
signed to help individuals make a
successful attempt to quit smoking.
Those interested in attending the
program must pre-register by call-
ing the Crittenden County Exten-
sion Service at (270) 965-5236. The
program is a Community Christmas
approved educational class.  

Lang also encourages individuals
to call or go online to the Kentucky
Tobacco Quit Line, which offers one-
on-one counseling for tobacco users
who are ready to quit smoking or

using tobacco products. The quit
line is available at (800) QUIT NOW
or online at http://chfs.ky.gov/
dph/mch/hp/quitline.htm.

The Kentucky Cancer Program is
a state-mandated cancer-control
program funded by the
General Assembly and
is a joint initiative of
the Brown Cancer Cen-
ter at the University of
Louisville and the Lu-
cille Parker Markey
Cancer Center at the
University of Kentucky. 

Lang reports to the
Brown Cancer Center
at Louisville. She cov-
ers the nine counties in
the Pennyrile region.
The program’s goal is to
reduce the incidence
and mortality from
cancer through education pro-
grams, health fairs, screenings and
participation in committees that
focus on health issues. 

This month is National Colorectal
Cancer Awareness Month. Colorec-

tal cancer is the second leading
cause of cancer deaths in the state. 

Lang said the word cancer can
inspire fear in some people but em-
phasized it is important to overcome
that fear and receive regular screen-

ings. 
“The point of screen-

ings is to find cancer
early before people
know it’s there and get
it taken care of before it
threatens life. Screen-
ing is important,” Lang
said. 

Efforts to educate
the public on the im-
portance of screenings
have proven effective in
recent years. Lang said
in 2007, Kentucky was
the No. 1 state tied
with West Virginia for

the highest mortality rate for col-
orectal cancer in the nation. In
2010, the state dropped to fourth
place, tying with Iowa. 

From 2007 to 2011, there were
an estimated 12 colorectal cancer

deaths in Crittenden County, ac-
cording to the cancer registry. Liv-
ingston County registered 11.
Statewide, 4,343 deaths were re-
ported during the five-year period.

In recognition of Colon Cancer
Awareness Month and with the help
of the Kentucky Cancer Program,
Baptist Health Madisonville will pro-
vide free take-home colon cancer
screening preparation kits and
other education materials will be
available on a first come, first served
basis in the hospital main lobby
from 8 a.m. to noon Monday. 

For more information on the
event, visit www.baptisthealth
madisonville.com/events/. 

Officials stress there are a limited
number of kits available and should
be used for those who truly intend
to be screened for colon cancer.

There will also be a 20-foot inflat-
able replica of the human colon on
display in the hospital’s front lawn
for visitors to get an up-close look at
healthy colon tissue, colorectal
polyps and more. 

Lung cancer preventative program aims at reducing risk

Cancer deaths
1994-2011
According to the Kentucky
Cancer Registry, the follow-
ing number of cancer-re-
lated deaths were estimated
between 1994 and 2011.
Lung cancer

Crittenden 157
Livingston 176

Colorectal
Crittenden 45
Livingston 38

FRIDAY NIGHT 

FISH FRY
LIMITED TIME

CATFISH FIDDLERS
CATFISH FILLET

BLUEGILL
SHRIMP

ALL SERVED WITH 
CHOICE OF SIDES 

AND HUSHPUPPIES

 113  S TURG IS  RD .  • MAR ION,   KY  • 270 -965 -4538
Mon.-Sat. 6 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. • Sunday 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.

DIRECTOR
Continued from Page 1

replacement for Alicia Mc-
Dowell, who resigned her po-
sition two weeks ago. Peterson
could not discuss the circum-
stances surrounding McDow-
ell's departure.

"We think we have a young
lady hired," Peterson said
Tuesday, adding that the de-
cision is pending background
checks and other formalities.
"We should be ready to make
an announcement tomorrow
or no later than Thursday."

Friday was the deadline for
applications.

Peterson would provide no
name until the hiring process
is finalized. She said PACS
plans to have a special event
Friday at the center on North
Walker Street in Marion to in-
troduce the new director to
the patrons of the center and
the community at-large. That
event will be a senior center
fundraiser from 5 to 8 p.m. A
chili dinner with all the trim-
mings will be served for $5 per
person, said Crittenden
County Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom.

PACS has been conducting
a search for a new center di-
rector since McDowell re-
signed last month. She had
served as director of the local
center since January 2012.

"There were several good
applicants," Peterson said. 

She added that the PACS
office's tentative selection is
from Crittenden County and
has lived her entire life here.

"She knows the seniors
and is a good administrator,"
Peterson added.

The senior center in Marion
was closed all last week due to
the weather, but reopened
this week without a perma-
nent director. 

Senior centers in the nine
counties PACS serves provide
a variety of services, including
in-house and delivered hot
meals as well as transporta-
tion for local seniors and reg-
ular activities at the centers
on weekdays.
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Wow, is anybody ready
for spring?

This winter has seemed a
bit long and drawn out. I
hope everyone is doing well.

Please remember, if you
have any changes in your
operation to bring them in
as soon as possible. We are
trying to get all our records
updated before we start our
new sign-ups for the up-
coming programs in the
new Farm Bill. 

We do not yet know
many details but we will
keep you posted.  

TIP reminders
Transition Incentive Pro-

gram (TIP) contracts are
contracts that retiring
landowners could use to
transition their expiring
Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) contract to a
beginning farmer or rancher
by way of long term lease or
contract of purchase. This
program is no longer taking
new applications, but we
would like to remind cur-
rent participants who have
TIP contracts of their re-
quirements. 

Participants are to follow
the specified conservation
plan. These plans required
a buffer strip to be left on
the edge of the field for a
specific time frame. If you
are a TIP participant, please
make sure you are fully
aware of your conservation
plan requirements. 

Also participants have to
honor their long-term
lease/contract for purchase
agreements. If either party
voluntarily breaks the long-
term lease or contract for
deed, then the TIP contract
is in violation. If the TIP re-
quirements are not followed
and the contract is found to
be in violation, then a
$1,500 penalty will be as-
sessed to the applicable
participant or participants.
In addition, all TIP pay-
ments made will be re-
quired to be repaid. 

We want to remind TIP
participants that even
though they have received
their final payment, they
are still required to main-
tain their long-term lease or
contract for sale. TIP con-
tracts offered an additional
two years of payments,
however, they required a
minimum five-year lease.
What this means is even
after the landowner has re-
ceived their final payment,
they have at a minimum,
three additional years of
lease requirement with their

operator. 
If these leases are bro-

ken, then the TIP contract
is in violation as clarified
previously. It can be very
costly if a violation occurs,
so please make sure that
you fully understand your
requirements if you partici-
pate in the TIP program. 

Contract management
As soon as the fields dry

up a little after all the snow,
ice and rain, producers can
resume management or
maintenance activities on
their CRP contracts now
until nesting season starts
on May 15. 

In Kentucky, if you are
not scheduled for a cost
shared management prac-
tice, you should still be con-
ducting maintenance
activities. Maintenance ac-
tivities include spot treating
any areas of concern like
volunteer trees, volunteer
shrubs, noxious weeds, etc.
Spot treating can consist of
mowing the affected area or
treating it with chemicals. 

Please remember, if you
are chemically spot treat-
ing, seek guidance as to
when the best time to apply
may be and how to apply
the chemical in order to ob-
tain the best result possi-
ble. 

Kentucky recommends
that you mow half of your
contract every year in order
to help maintain the desired

cover. The next year, mow
the other half. This can be
done in blocks or strips,
whichever is more conven-
ient for your operation. 

If you have any specific
questions, please feel free to
contact the office. If you feel
that you have an issue that
you are not sure how to
handle, please let us know
and we can send Natural
Resources Conservation
Service to visit and give a
recommendation. 

We can add additional
cost-shared management
practices in your plan if
needed, depending upon
what year your contract is
in. 

We are always happy to
answer any questions you
have and work with you on
any issues that may arise.  

Upcoming
- April 15: Tentative start

date to sign up for Livestock
Indemnity Payments (LIP).

- April 15: Tentative start
date to sign up for Livestock
Forage Program (LFP).

- July 28: Last day to
apply for Emergency Loan
(Livingston County).

(Laura Kessler is the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
Farm Service Agency execu-
tive director at the Salem
service center, which serves
both Crittenden and Liv-
ingston counties. She can be
reached at (270) 988-2180.)
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TIP contract violations can be costly

MARCH SPECIAL
Free Dose of Advantage Multi, 

K9 Advantix, Frontline or Trifexis 
(Values up to $20) With Any Service 

During The Month Of March.
Free Dose of Heartworm Prevention 

with Heartworm Test
Call To Schedule Your Pet’s Appointment!

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 270-965-2777

Thomas G. Shemwell 
D.V.M.  

3841 US Hwy. 60 West 
Marion, KY 42064

270-965-2257

ATTENTION 
LAND OWNERS

Kentucky land is in demand. Realize full market value
in the sale of your recreational property. Whitetail
Properties offers a diverse platform of selling 
options including conventional listings and 
professional auction services. It’s no mistake that
land sellers across the Midwest have entrusted their
land sale to us. Whitetail Properties has an extensive
network and client base that reaches the entire na-
tion and includes Farmers, Sportsmen, Investors and
Hunting Professionals.

FOR mORE DETAiLS pLEASE CONTACT 
KENTUCKY LAND SpECiALiST, 

mARK WiLLiAmS (270) 836-0819

KENTUCKY LAND FOR SALE
CRITTENDEN CO, KY - 135 ACRES  - $244,900 - Out-
standing habitat in a premier whitetail county. A well main-
tained 3 bed, 2 bath trailer provides more than ample
living quarters with a 20 x 24 outbuilding for storage of all
your hunting gear.

CRITTENDEN CO, KY - 58 ACRES - An excellent combina-
tion property with income and outstanding hunting possi-
bilities. Easy access to utilities with building sites.

CRITTENDEN CO, KY - 181 ACRES - $371,000 - Excellent
habitat and trophy management. With tillable ground for
food and income with a great hunting cabin and stellar
views make this a farm that does not hit the market very
often.

CALDWELL CO, KY - 93 ACRES - $148,000 - This farm of-
fers a ton of quality hunting and recreational potential.
Property is all wooded with just a couple of small openings
for food plots.

CRITTENDEN CO, KY - 134 ACRES  - $186,900 - High qual-
ity hunting tract comprised of food, cover & water. Great
internal trail system for excellent access and NO road
frontage.

CALDWELL CO, KY - 103 ACRES - $237,200 - The genet-
ics of this property is the right mix for a great hunting
property with income to boot.

CALDWELL CO, KY - 118 ACRES - $195,000 - Outstanding
habitat that is built for deer hunting! A great mixture of
open timber, dense cover, water, and food.

CRITTENDEN CO, KY - 523 ACRES - Price Reduced to
$834,185 - This super hunting tract combines the best of
multiple habitats for excellent deer and turkey hunting. A
small cabin also resides on the property.

CRITTENDEN CO, KY - 250 ACRES - Price Reduced.
$1,750/ACRE - 3 ponds, hardwood timber, overgrown
fields and pasture.

www.whitetailproperties.com
trophy properties real estate I dba whitetail properties I licensed in illinois, iowa, kansas, 
kentucky, missouri, san perez, broker I 108 n. monroe I pittsfield, IL 62363 I 217.285-9000

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

PENDING

STAFF REPORT

Kentucky 4-H has an op-
portunity to raise funds for
Crittenden County and
statewide 4-H programs
through the Ag Tag Volun-
tary Donation Program.

Soon after taking office in
2012, Commissioner of Agri-
culture James R. Comer an-
nounced all farm license
plate voluntary donations
would be split evenly among
4-H, FFA and the Kentucky
Proud program.

Farmers can make the
voluntary donation of $10
when renewing their farm li-
cense plates at the county
clerk’s office. With more
than 160,000 farm plates
bought or renewed each
year in Kentucky, the com-
missioner’s action could

generate up to $1.6 million
annually.

“Kentucky 4-H has been
given a tremendous oppor-
tunity by Commissioner
Comer to raise significant
funds to support 4-H,” said
Keith Rogers, executive di-
rector of the Kentucky 4-H
Foundation. “The voluntary
donations from the Ag Tag
Program will help 4-H give
young people around the
Commonwealth opportuni-
ties that develop leadership,
citizenship, and life skills.” 

More than 238,000 youth
are involved in Kentucky’s
4-H program. Kentucky
ranks in top 10 in several 4-
H enrollment categories na-
tionwide. All 120 counties in
Kentucky have 4-H pro-
grams, and all counties will

receive a portion of the sup-
port from this fund raising
opportunity.

Last year, the 4-H
statewide shared total was
$160,895.06. The Kentucky
4-H Foundation splits the
donations between the
county where the funds
originated and the 4-H
Foundation.

That means part of the Ag
Tag donations stay in Crit-
tenden County, funding pro-
grams and activities that
teach children and teens
about, leadership, citizen-
ship, science and technol-
ogy, communications,
public speaking, agriculture
and more.

Crittenden County 4-H’s
share in 2013 was $178.34.
Only 13 percent of Critten-

den County farmers donated
to the program last year.

This year Crittenden
County has a great opportu-
nity to increase financial
support to help 4-H youth in
this county by encouraging
farmers to make the dona-
tion.

Making the voluntary $10
donation is an excellent op-
portunity for our agricul-
tural community to support
the youth of our community
and help fund the programs
that can make a lasting dif-
ference in their lives.

For more information
about Crittenden County 4-
H Programs, contact the
University of Kentucky Crit-
tenden County Cooperative
Extension Service at (270)
965-5236.

Renewing farm tags benefits 4-H programs

STAFF REPORT

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm
Service Agency (FSA) Ad-
ministrator Juan M. Garcia,
last week repeated his ap-
peal to livestock producers
affected by natural disasters
such to keep thorough
records. This includes live-
stock and feed losses, and
any additional expenses
that are a result of losses to
purchased forage or feed
stuff.

"The 2014 Farm Bill pro-
vides a strong farm safety
net to help ranchers during
these difficult times,” said
Garcia. “We’ll provide pro-
ducers with information on
new program requirements,
updates and signups as the
information becomes avail-
able. In the meantime, I

urge producers to keep thor-
ough records. We know
these disasters have caused
serious economic hardships
for our livestock producers.
We’ll do all we can to assist
in their recovery.”

In addition to western
drought and the early-win-
ter snowstorms, there are a
variety of disasters from
floods to storms to unex-
pected freezes. Each event
causes economic conse-
quences for farmers and
ranchers throughout the
United States. FSA recom-
mends that owners and pro-
ducers record all pertinent
information of natural dis-
aster consequences, includ-
ing:

- Documentation of the
number and kind of live-
stock that have died, sup-

plemented if possible by
photographs or video
records of ownership and
losses.

- Dates of death sup-
ported by birth recordings or
purchase receipts.

- Costs of transporting
livestock to safer grounds or
to move animals to new pas-
tures.

- Feed purchases if sup-
plies or grazing pastures are
destroyed.

- Crop records, including
seed and fertilizer pur-
chases, planting and pro-
duction records.

Visit www.fsa.usda.gov or
an FSA county office to learn
more about FSA programs
and loans. For information
about USDA’s Farm Bill im-
plementation plan, visit
www.usda.gov/farmbill.

By KEVIN KELLY
KENTUCKY AFIELD OUTDOORS

March 1 ushered in the
new license year in Ken-
tucky.

A fishing license unlocks
myriad angling opportuni-
ties across the state and
buying one now maximizes
its value.

"When you think about
what that gives you - all
these bodies of water, all
these different species that
we provide for people - it's a
tremendous value," said Ron
Brooks, director of the Ken-
tucky Department of Fish
and Wildlife Resources' fish-
eries division.

"We have limits on what
anglers can take sometimes.
Even with those limits they
can feed their family a lot
throughout the year just by
going out on some public
water and catching fish, not
to mention all the recre-
ational aspects."

Individuals and families
on a budget will appreciate
the value of what amounts
to a season-long pass to the
great outdoors.

An annual fishing license
runs $20 for Kentucky resi-
dents.

"You can't take your fam-

ily out to eat for $20 and
you can barely go out and
eat yourself for that
amount," Brooks said.

New this year is a three-
year fishing license for resi-
dents. It is $55 and
available online only at
fw.ky.gov. Other options in-
clude the resident $30 com-
bination hunting and fishing
license, a savings of $10 if
purchased separately. The
joint husband and wife fish-
ing license costs just $36.

Children 15 and younger
can fish without a license.

The sportsman's license
is available to residents only
and at $95 represents an ex-
ceptional value. It bundles a
combination hunting and
fishing license, statewide
deer permit, spring and fall
turkey permits, a migratory
bird and waterfowl permit
along with a trout permit.
Buying each separately
would cost $150.

Unless license exempt,
anglers intending to keep
trout must have a trout per-
mit. 

For those who may only
get out to fish once or twice
a year, a one-day license at
$7 is a good option. Resi-
dents and non-residents can

fish any Kentucky waters
without a license during
Kentucky's free fishing days
June 7-8.

Kentucky Fish and
Wildlife has documented a
slight rise in angler partici-
pation over the past two
years.

"That's probably due to a
combination of the out-
standing resources we have,
our heightened efforts to
promote the opportunities
we have in Kentucky and an
increase among adults and
people in general in locally
grown and organic foods,"
said Brian Clark, assistant
director of Kentucky Fish
and Wildlife's public affairs
division.

Kentucky Fish and
Wildlife receives no tax dol-
lars from Kentucky's general
fund. Instead it relies on the
sale of hunting and fishing
licenses, boat registration
fees and federal programs
for funding.

"Fishing and hunting li-
censes are extremely impor-
tant to us," Brooks said. "It
really is what makes this
whole department run."

Licenses are sold through
a variety of outlets, includ-
ing the following locations in

Marion:
- Crittenden County

Clerk's office, Crittenden
County Courthouse. (270)
965,3403

- Hodge's Sports & Ap-
parel, Sturgis Road, (270)
965-4717.

- Shopko, Sturgis Road,
(270) 965-4003.

Other vendor locations
are available on the depart-
ment's website at fw.ky.gov.
Licenses and permits also
can be purchased online or
by calling (877) 598-2401.
The Kentucky Fishing and
Boating Guide provides
complete licensing informa-
tion and is available online
and wherever licenses are
sold.

It can be debated that
March belongs in the dis-
cussion of the best sports
month of the year.

For many anglers, it is
unparalleled.

Deciding where to go and
which species to target can
be difficult with so many op-
tions available. The 2014
Fishing Forecast produced
annually by Kentucky Fish
and Wildlife and posted on
the department's website at
tinyurl.com/om2nom7, con-
tains a wealth of information
about Kentucky's major
fisheries.

March begins new license year in commonwealth

Livestock producers affected by severe 
weather urged to keep good records

STAFF REPORT

Gov. Steve Beshear on
Tuesday joined local officials to
break ground on the much-an-
ticipated Ky. 56 widening project
in Union County. 

“The Ky. 56 project highlights
a growing need for improved in-
frastructure and access into our
rural communities,” Gov.
Beshear said.  “Motorists will
soon enjoy a safer, more reli-
able roadway.” 

The nearly 4-mile project
widens Ky. 56 from downtown
Morganfield to Ky. 360 near
Spring Grove. Crews will essen-
tially rebuild this portion of Ky. 56
by correcting the roadway align-
ment and fixing certain pave-
ment deficiencies. The new
route will be widened to include
two 12-foot lanes with paved 10-
foot shoulders. This initial
widening project is part of an
overall venture to expand Ky. 56
to Ky. 109 near the Shawnee-
town Bridge over the Ohio River.

Despite being a major artery
for Union County, Ky. 56 re-
mains underutilized by commer-
cial and regular traffic due to the
narrow, curvy and hilly nature of
the roadway. Currently, truckers
with an AAA Trucking Route rat-
ing are prohibited from traveling
along the narrow, shoulderless

Ky. 56. Truckers must detour
nearly 30 miles out of their way
via Ky. 109 and U.S. 60 to reach
Morganfield.

The completed project will
allow truckers to shave nearly
13 miles off a one-way trip. The
proposed widening project for
the remainder is included in the
Governor’s 2014 Recom-
mended Highway Plan.

“I am pleased to see this im-
portant infrastructure project
moving forward,” said Sen.
Dorsey Ridley (D-Henderson).
“Widening this busy thorough-
fare will be welcomed by Union
County residents and visitors
alike.”

The 3,200-foot Shawnee-
town Bridge opened to traffic in
1956, maintaining a historic
transportation link that started
with ferry service at the site as
early as 1802. On average,
about 3,800 vehicles cross the
bridge daily. The bridge also
serves as an important agricul-
tural and industrial link between
Kentucky and Illinois.

HICON Construction of
Bardstown was awarded the
$11.5 million contract for the
Morganfield-to-Spring Grove
section in December. The antic-
ipated completion date is Sep-
tember 2015.

Ky. 56 in Union County 
to see $11.5 upgrade
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Waving of Sheaf of Firstfruits symbolizes Christ’s Resurrection

"You are the salt and
light of the world."

These are the words
Jesus said of His followers. 

There are more pro-
fessed Christians in the
world today and yet more
moral and spiritual dark-
ness than at any time in
modern history.

How can that be? Decep-
tion! We are warned in Rev-
elation 20:7-10 that before
the Lord’s second coming
there would be deception
worldwide that would bring
on a horrible battle against
all of God’s people that
would end only in fire com-
ing down from God out of
Heaven and devouring the
enemies. If the enemy is
worldwide, then the fire will
be worldwide. 

What is deception? Cov-
ering the truth with a lie. 

Wake up sleeping, disin-
terested, disbelieving, com-
promising and lukewarm
professors whom Jesus
said He would spew out of
His mouth and look around
us. Paul told us in the last
days, times would be per-
ilous because men would
be lovers of their own
selves.

The sad truth is, hu-
mans are born with an evil
nature inherited from
Adam and Eve in the fall.
Its only cure is to be born
again by the Spirit of God
to receive power to not only
discern deception, but to
resist it.

A great prophet said in
Jeremiah 17:9, “The heart
is deceitful above all things

and desperately wicked.”
He then asked, “Who can

know it?”
Thank God the prophet

gave us the desperately
needed answer in Verse 10,
“I, the Lord, search the
heart.”

The sinful nature of man
falls for anything that is
easier and satisfies the de-
sires of the flesh.

That is why the total
change by the new birth of
man through Jesus Christ
and the infilling of the Holy
Spirit makes you “partak-
ers of the Divine nature”
that Peter tells us of. 

Peter spoke to those who
had obtained precious faith
through the righteousness
of God and Jesus Christ.
He declared upon them
multiplied grace and peace
through the knowledge of
God and of Jesus our Lord,
and then declared in 2
Peter 1:1-11, “According as
His divine power has given
unto us all things that per-
tain unto life and godliness,
through the knowledge of
Him that has called us to
glory and virtue: whereby
are given unto us exceeding
great and precious prom-
ises: that by these you

might be partakers of the
divine nature, having es-
caped the corruption that
is in the world through
lust.”

He continued to tell us
to add to that faith and
partaking of the divine na-
ture, virtue, knowledge,
temperance, patience, god-
liness, brotherly kindness
and charity.

He then said those who
do not have these things
are blind and cannot see
afar off and have forgotten
they were purged from their
old sins.

He also told us that if
these things be in us and
abound, we would never
fall, and so an entrance
shall be ministered unto us
abundantly into the ever-
lasting kingdom of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Please read those verses.
But when people are

taught that once they are
saved they will never fall,
even if they do not add all
these Godly attributes and
that it is all up to God to do
all of that just as long as
we have faith, the flesh
wants that easy way out.
But that is unbiblical, and
the judgment will prove it.

So there is no wonder
our nation and world is in
spiritual, physical and
mental darkness in the age
of so-called enlightenment.
We are so easily deceived.

Asia is the only conti-
nent out of the seven that
does not uphold same-sex
marriage and all the per-
version attached to it. All

Asia is pagan except Israel,
which does not believe in
Jesus as their Savior. This
really tells us all we need to
know about the whole
world being in darkness. 

When Russia – a com-
munist, atheist country – is
the only nation on the Eu-
ropean continent that does
not accept same-sex mar-
riage, this tells us just how
far America has fallen. It
also shows just how degen-
erate we really are when
the electorate puts a presi-
dent over us that not only
supports same-sex mar-
riage against all of God’s
word, but demanded that
our Olympic participants
work to bring shame on
Putin for rejecting it.

No wonder Putin and the
world laughs at Obama try-
ing to tell him how wrong
he is in doing anything!

Almost every day, some-
where in once-called civi-
lized, Christian America, a
young child is abducted,
molested  and found
slaughtered somewhere in
ditches, woods, dumpsters
and many times in bits and
pieces or smoldering piles
of flesh and rubble behind
some evil, sin-filled per-
son’s hovel. However, it’s
never the assailant's fault,
because their Mama
abused them when she
slapped them because they
cursed her. 

When an individual or
nation leaves God, He be-
gins to withhold His favor,
protection and blessings,
and all evil that hell has a

monopoly on spills out on
all of us.

Jesus’ words are still
true to His true followers:
“You are the light of the
world; you are the salt of
the earth.”  

So that tells us we must
let our lights shine brighter
than ever before so the lost
can see the folly, loss, suf-
fering, ignorance, shame
and eternal damnation they
are bringing to themselves
and all they love and every-
thing they hold dear. They
need to see how much hap-
pier and beneficial the light
bearers are than they
themselves.

We must be the salt that
makes life taste better than
the sin in the lives of sin-
ners and the destruction
they help bring on those
loved ones they will leave

behind. 
All truly born-again and

Spirit-filled Christians
must do as Isaiah pinned
from God in Isaiah 58:1,
“Cry aloud, spare not, lift
up thy voice like a trumpet
and show my people their
transgressions;" Ezekiel
33:7 reads, “Therefore thou
shall hear the word at my
mouth and warn them from
me;” Jesus said in Mark
16:15, “...Preach the
Gospel to every creature;"
and Paul said in 2 Timothy
4:2, “Preach the word,
when they want it and
when they don’t.”

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick of
Marion shares her views
regularly in this newspaper.
Her opinions are her own,
and are not necessarily
those of the newspaper.)

Christians bring salt, light to a tasteless, dark world 

Church

notes
n West Kentucky Associa-

tion of General Baptists will
hold a youth rally from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Saturday at Camp
David Tabernacle located at
134 SR 1668, just off U.S. 60
W. on Crittenden Springs
Road. All youth ages fourth
grade and older are invited to
attend. For more information
call Bro. Barry Hix at (270)
625-1248.

n Salem Baptist Church
will hold a flea market from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday at the
Christian Life Center. For

more information call (270)
704-1567.

n Crayne Cemetery
clean-up day is set for 9
a.m., Saturday at the ceme-
tery. The rain day will be
March 22.

n Maranatha General
Baptist Church will have its
monthly community singing at
6 p.m., Saturday. Refresh-
ments will follow. 

n New Union “Ditney”
General Baptist Church will
have a free spaghetti lunch
from 12:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.
March 23. Donations will be
accepted for the Crittenden
County Relay for Life team.
Tumblers and T-shirts will
also be available for pur-
chase. 

n Mexico Baptist Church’s
clothes closet will be open 9-
11 a.m., each Monday.

By FELTY YODER
GUEST COLUMNIST

The waving of the Sheaf of
Firstfruits before the Lord was
the third event at Israel's first
annual feast. It followed the
Passover and was during the
Feast of Unleavened Bread. It
took place the first day of the
week, or the 16th day of the
first month. 

All three events in connec-
tion with the first annual feast
find their fulfillment in the
death and resurrection of
Christ. The Passover event
was on the day of the crucifix-
ion, which in the New Testa-
ment is called the Preparation,

or the day before the sabbath.
(See Mark 15:42) 

Then followed the days of
Unleavened Bread. 

The day after the sabbath;
the Sheaf of Firstfruits was
waved for the Lord. We see
from Matthew 16:21 that
Jesus was to be killed and be
raised again the third day. Ac-
cording to the generally ac-
cepted terms of the day, this
was equivalent to saying he
rose after three days, accord-
ing to Matthew 27:63.

To fulfill the Old Testament
type, Christ was crucified on
the day of the Passover, the

next day was the sabbath, and
the following day was the wav-
ing of the Firstfruits. This wav-
ing of the Sheaf of Firstfruits
before the Lord typifies the
resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead on the "morrow
after the sabbath."

The time between the cru-
cifixion and the resurrection is
what Jesus was talking about
in Matthew 12:40 where he
says, "So shall the Son of man
be three days and three nights
in the heart of the earth." 

After Christ died on the
cross, He went to Paradise
(also referred to as Abraham's

bosom) and took one of the
thieves with him. Peter tells us
in 1 Peter 3:19-20, "He went
and preached to the spirits in
prison; which sometimes were
disobedient, when once the
long suffering of God waited in
the days of Noah." 

In Acts 2:31, Peter refers to
the prophesy of David in
Psalms 16:10 when he "spoke
of the resurrection of Christ,
that He was neither aban-
doned to Hades, (the un-
known world, or hell, if you
will) nor did his flesh suffer
decay."

The blood of Jesus wasn't

contaminated with sin. There-
fore, God sees us as holy,
when we walk in union with
His Son, we are washed from
our former sins in the water of
baptism. And we are purified
with the blood of Jesus. 

The water cleanses, but the
blood purifies, for the life is in
the blood. This purification is
an ongoing process as long as
we are sojourners in this tab-
ernacle. It is our sanctifica-
tion. What we are saying is
this, we are justified by faith
and repentance, but there is
no such thing as an immedi-
ate sanctification.

Israel's first feast was at the
beginning of the harvest sea-
son when the fields showed
the signs of ripening grain, but
was prior to the main harvest.
One sheaf was gathered and
waved before the Lord on the
first day of the week during
the Feast of Unleavened
Bread. This one sheaf would
remind Israel that a great har-
vest was son to come, and
that brings us to the Feast of
Pentecost. 

(Felty Yoder is a resident of
the Salem community and has
lived with his family in the
area for two decades.)
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OBITUARIES
Myers

James “J.D.” Myers, 82, of
Marion died March 5, 2014,
at Crittenden Health Systems
in Marion. 

He had re-
tired as a
consultant in
the steel in-
dustry and
was the
owner of
Myers Bed
and Break-
fast in Mar-
ion. He was a
member of Marion Christian
Church, a member of Crit-
tenden Hospital Auxiliary
and had served on the Mar-
ion Tourism Board. 

Myers was very active in
community affairs, having
played Santa in many Christ-
mas parades and served as
grand marshal. He served as
bus driver and host for years
for the Marion Bobcats base-
ball team. He transported
Amish and was recognized by
the Crittenden County
Chamber of Commerce as an
Unsung Hero.

He is survived by his wife,
Merle Myers of Marion; a son,
Craig and wife Martha Myers
of Baytown, Texas; two
daughters, Vicki and hus-
band Bubba King of Marion
and April and husband
Randy Lunsford of Cleveland,
Texas; two brothers, Delmar
Myers of Portage, Ind., and
Wayne Myers of Sullivan; a
sister, Hazel Lee Ford of
Portage; 12 grandchildren;
and 18 great-grandchildren.

Myers was preceded in
death by his parents, William
Lewis and Hazel Hayes
Myers; a daughter, Dotti
Wooley; a grandson, Michael
Jones; two brothers; and a
sister.

A celebration of life service
was held Saturday at Myers
Funeral Home in Marion.

Myers

Simms
Robert Harold Simms, 78,

of Providence died March 6,
2014, at his son’s home.

He was a plumber for
more than 50 years and en-
joyed hunting, fishing and
farming. 

Simms is survived by four
sons, Bobby Simms of Prov-
idence, Darrell and wife
Kathy Simms of Providence,
Terry Simms of Manitou and
Billy Simms of Sebree; two
daughters, Peggy Rine of
Princeton and Doris Simms
of Henderson; a brother,
Cecil Simms of Providence; a
sister, Jewell Jones of
Madisonville; nine grand-
children; and several great-
grandchildren.

He was preceded in death
by his wife, Mamie; a son,
Donald Simms; and a
daughter, Nancy Hill.  

Funeral service were
Monday at Jones & Erdman
Funeral Home in Providence.
Interment was in Oakley
Home Cemetery in Hopkins
County.

Buchanan
Coleman David "Skip"

Buchanan, 85, of Waverly
died March 6, 2014, at Lucy
Smith King Care Center in
Henderson. 

He was a member of the
International Association of
Bridge Structural, Ornamen-
tal and Reinforcing Iron
Workers Local 395. He was a
member of Main Street Bap-
tist Church in Marion.

Buchanan is survived by
his wife, Maxine Buchanan;
two daughters, Sherri and
husband David Clements of
Waverly and Anita and hus-
band Greg Ressett of Dixon;
a son, Paul and wife Dena
Buchanan of New Roads,
La.; 17 grandchildren; 26
great-grandchildren; and
two great-great-grandchil-
dren.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, Jesse Lee
and Rosa Lee Buchanan;
two sons, Michael Buchanan
and Kenny Buchanan; two
brothers, Paul Buchanan
and Raymond Buchanan;
and a great-grandson.

Funeral services were
Saturday at Whitsell Funeral
Home in Morganfield with
Rev. Gary Murray officiating.
Burial was in Woodland
Cemetery in Spring Grove,
Ky.

– PAID OBITUARY –

Baird
Billy Wayne Baird, 82, of

Marion died March 10 at Liv-
ingston Hospital and Health-
care Services in Salem.

He was a member of Mex-
ico Baptist Church and an
avid hunter and fisherman.

Baird is survived by two
daughters, Carol Belt of
Marion and Judy Cosby of
Marion; four grandchildren,
Kyle Cosby of Marion, Scott
Belt of Marion, Abbie Belt of
Marion and Josh Cosby of
Marion; and a great-grand-
child, Landon Belt of Mar-
ion.

He was preceded in death
by his wife, Grace Baird; his
parents, Virgil Euell and
Effie Marie Baird; a brother;
and two sisters.

Services were Wednesday
at Gilbert Funeral Home in
Marion with interment in
Mexico Cemetery.

Donations may be made
to: Mexico Baptist
Church,175 Mexico Road,
Marion, KY 42064; or Mexico
Cemetery, 6152 U.S. 641,
Marion, KY 42064.

A BUSINESS BUILT ON HONESTY, 
INTEGRITY AND SUPERIOR CRAFTSMANSHIP

131 Old Salem Rd. & Hwy 60
Marion, KY 42064

Ron Brown
270-965-4175

24-HOUR TOWING

All You
Can Eat

$800

Includes Drink & Dessert

$800

St. William 
Catholic Church

FiSH FRY

MARCH 14, 28 & APRIL 11
5:00–7:00 P.M.

COME ENJOY Good FOOD
ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT 

Fish, Tater Tots, Hushpuppies, 
Slaw, Beans, Dessert & Drink

860 S. Main Street, Marion, KY

$8 00

Thank You
The family of Jerry Douglas Campbell Sr. would

like to thank everyone for any and all acts of love and
support during the sudden loss of our loved one.  Per-
haps it was through a word of encouragement, a card,
food, a visit or a phone call – especially your prayers.
We thank you so very much.

A special thank you to Bro. Gary Hardesty and Bro.
Jerrell White and the staff at Dunn’s 
Funeral Home for all their support 
and kind words. 
May God bless you all.

From the heart of his wife, 
Detra Campbell, 
his children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren

Joseph Habedank in Concert
Marion 2nd Baptist 

would like to invite the 
community to hear 

Joseph Habedank in concert 
on March 16 at 6:00 p.m.

Joseph Habedank is an award winning and Dove
award nominated singer/songwriter, and he was
awarded Singing News Magazine’s Young Artist of
the Year in 2009 and Songwriter of the Year (Artist)
at the Absolutely Gospel Music Awards in 2011.

A Love Offering Will Be Taken
Bro. Chris Lowery, Pastor
Sunday School 10 a.m. 

Worship 11 a.m. 
Team Missions Sunday Nights 5:30 p.m.

BELLVILLE MANOR APARTMENTS
819 Terrace Drive • Marion, Kentucky

Accepting applications for one and two bedroom apartments:
total electric, newly redecorated, rent based on your income to
qualifying person. Apartments immediately available.

DISABLED • NEAR ELDERLY • ELDERLY • FAMILY

OFFICE HOURS: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday

Phone (270) 965-5960
TDD: 711

SECTION 8
HOUSING EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Quality Healthcare Coverage For
Every Kentuckian.

If  you need assistance signing up for
the KHBE program, Crittenden Health
Systems is here to help.

Contact Jessica Roman at Crittenden
Health Systems to set an appointment
and get KYNECTed.

Call (270) 965-1179
Appointments available 7 days a week
for your convenience.

CRITTeNdeN 
HealTH SySTeMS

– PAID OBITUARY –

Kitchens
Dewey Wesley Kitchens,

78, of Salem died March 10,
2014, at Livingston Hospital
and Healthcare Services in
Salem.

He was a member at
Pinckneyville Baptist Church
and a farmer his entire life.

Kitchens is survived by his
wife of 49 years, Jessie Lynn
Kitchens of Salem; a daugh-
ter, Kimberley Kitchens
Wring of Salem; a son, Wes-
ley and wife Kerri Hunt
Kitchens of Salem; three sis-
ters, Lavada Manion of
Louisville, Dorothy Butler of
Salem and JoAnne Slayden
of Hobart, Ind.; two brothers,
W.C. Kitchens of Salem and
Jack Kitchens of Salem; six
grandchildren, Trent Wring,
Gabe Wring, Cannan Wring,
Luke Kitchens, Lanette
Briggs and Juette Barrow;
and two great-grandchildren,
Drew and Michael.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, Claude and
Pearl McClure Kitchens; a
son, Rusty Kitchens; and a
brother, Eugene Kitchens.

Funeral services were
Wednesday in the chapel of
Boyd Funeral Directors with
Bros. Roger Rice, Joel Frizzell
and Gerald Cannon officiat-
ing.  Burial was in Pinck-
neyville Cemetery.

Memorial contributions
may be made to: Pinck-
neyville Baptist Church, In
Memory of Dewey Kitchens,
1009 Pinckneyville Road,
Salem, KY 42078; or Gideon
Bibles, P.O. Box 304, Salem,
KY 42078.

Condolences may also be
left online at BoydFuneral
Directors.com.

reach 100 years old. She can
now check that one off her
list.

“She always said she was
going to live to be 100,” said
her daughter, Linda Cook.

Shaffer, a lifelong resident
of Crittenden County, reached
the century mark today
(Thursday) with a small, pri-
vate celebration with friends
and family at her residence at
Crittenden County Health and
Rehabilitation Center in Mar-
ion. 

“Mama always thought of
what was possible,” said one
of Shaffer’s two grandchildren,
Chris Cook. “If someone told
her that something was im-
possible, that just made her
that much more determined
to make it possible. It is from
this perspective that she al-
ways set goals for herself and
her family.”

Effie Dixon was born on
March 13, 1914. Her child-
hood home was in the Barnett
Chapel area of northern Crit-
tenden County, and she grew
up modestly with family and
faith as the centerpiece of life. 

She married Jesse Shaffer
in 1933 and worked as a
housewife, making a special
effort to entertain her own
family, friends and her church
family with meals. 

In 1940, the couple wel-
comed their only child, Linda,
into the world. Faith remained
at the center of family life.

“Mother always took me to
church and Sunday school,”
Linda said. “Bible stories were
read to me daily.”

Effie would often have to
send Linda off to Sunday
school while she stayed home
preparing Sunday dinner for
family and guests.

“My mother is a shining ex-
ample of unselfish love,” Linda
said. “She always put her
family and others first.”

That selfless nature would
see her labor over her own
garden in order to can and
preserve food. She and Jesse
also milked cows by hand and
sold the milk and eggs to en-
sure they had enough money
to send Linda to college.

“I often told her, the first
word she taught me was col-
lege,” Linda said, emphasizing
her mother’s intent that she
would become the first Shaffer
to get a college education.
“Mother worked hard to send
me to college.”

It was during the lean
years of The Great Depression
and World War II that Effie
began putting away money to
create a college fund for Linda.
And when Linda graduated
high school, there was enough
money set aside in savings to
send her to college.

“...By 1958, all those eggs
and all that effort paid off,”
said Effie’s other grandchild,
Charles Cook. “Education, in
her mind, would ultimately
lead to a better life for her
daughter and grandchildren.”

And it did.
Linda graduated with her

bachelor’s degree in 1962 and
later earned a master’s degree.
She was a teacher for many
years in Crittenden County’s
school system before retiring,
and both Chris and Charles
completed their college educa-
tion and maintain successful
professional careers. 

Though education was al-
ways important to Effie, she
was never able to attend col-
lege or even high school, as
there was no area high school
for her to attend in those days.
So she attended eighth grade
twice to enhance her educa-
tion, and later earned her
GED after he daughter had
graduated with her first de-
gree in the early 1960s.

After Linda graduated col-
lege and married Virgil Cook,
Effie’s next goal was in clear
sight – for she and Jesse to
purchase their own home.
After carefully saving money
for that accomplishment, it
happened in March of 1972
when the couple bought a
home on Second Street in
Marion.

“He was shocked when he
found out she had enough
money to buy that house,”
Linda said her father’s re-
sponse to Effie’s savings.

Effie has never been afraid
of work to help achieve her
goals. She worked as a library
assistant at Tolu and Frances
schools, in the cafeteria at
Crittenden County High
School and at a grocery store
and two restaurant in Marion.
But it was her 14-year stint as
an Extension Service assis-
tant that was the highlight of
her career. After a forced re-
tirement from that job at the
age of 70, she also worked as
a babysitter and caregiver to
the elderly.

“She always gave 110 per-
cent at whatever she did,”
Linda said.

All that work and saving
also helped Effie achieve a
third important goal in life –
traveling to all 50 states. In
1993, just three months after
celebrating her 60th wedding
anniversary with Jesse and at
the age of almost 80, she took
her two grandsons, Charles
and Chris, with her to her
final destination, Alaska.

Jesse would pass away
later that year, leaving Effie
alone in the house on Second
Street the couple had pur-
chased together two decades
earlier. But Linda said Effie
maintained her independ-
ence, driving her 1989 Geo
until just a few years ago.

Several years ago, Effie’s
doctor told her she would live
a long productive life. She has
now outlived that doctor and
as well as many of her friends. 

And while her memory may
have slipped a bit as she
neared her goal to reach 100,
she is going strong at Critten-
den County Health and
Rehab, still working word
search puzzles, saying the
Lord’s Prayer, singing hymns
and doting on her family.

GOALS
Continued from Page 1
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All  parents  want  their

children to grow up to be

responsible, self-sufficient

adults, but the transition

from  childhood  to  adult-

hood—the teenage years—

can  be  rocky  for  parents

and  children.  It’s  during

this  time  that  children

often  test  parents’  limits

and start requesting things

like cell phones, later cur-

fews and less adult super-

vision. This is also the time

when many parents have to

decide where they stand on

many  issues,  financially

and morally, and learn how

to graciously and responsi-

bly let go.

Letting  go,  while  at  the

same time raising children

to be responsible adults, is

a huge task for anyone, but

fortunately  it’s  one  that

millions of parents have ac-

complished since the begin-

ning  of  time,  and  it’s

something you can do too.

While  to  you  your  child

may  always  be  your  little

baby,  children  grow  up

quickly. College and adult-

hood will be here before you

know it. Many parents play

an  active  role  in  their

child’s early  life and some

might even admit  to being

overly involved. Now is the

time  to  start  seeing  your

teenagers  as  the  young

adults  they  are  becoming.

You  have  helped  shape

their beliefs since they were

little.  You  can  now  work

specifically  to  help  them

develop a sense of respon-

sibility as they grow older.

One  of  the  most  impor-

tant things you can do as a

parent  is  to  listen  to  your

children.  They  have  valu-

able ideas and reasons for

their actions. Chances are

you can glean important in-

formation  about  their

friends at school and their

habits,  their  teachers,

schoolwork and their devel-

oping views of the world. If

you don’t agree with every-

thing  your  child  thinks  or

does,  don’t  be  quick  to

scold. They may start hid-

ing parts of their lives from

you altogether. Instead, ask

them questions  that make

them  critically  think

through  their  actions  and

help them realize there are

consequences  for  inappro-

priate behaviors.

At  the  same  time,  you

need to set clear limits and

develop clear consequences

for unacceptable behavior.

This way your children un-

derstand  what  happens  if

they  don’t  do  their  home-

work, receive failing grades

or lie about the people they

are with. If your child has a

group  of  close  friends,

make it a point to meet the

parents,  if  you haven’t  al-

ready.  Discuss  with  them

how  you  feel  about  all  of

these  new  freedoms  your

child is requesting and ask

where they stand on these

with  their  child,  such  as

the appropriate amount of

adult  supervision  at  par-

ties. You may be able  talk

about  establishing  similar

guidelines  for  your  child’s

core group. For example, if

all the teens have the same

curfew,  chances  are  one

isn’t going  to  feel  they are

being  treated  unfairly  by

their parents.

When kids are babies and

toddlers  many  parents

praise them for every mile-

stone they hit, such as say-

ing  their  first  words,

walking,  reciting  their

ABCs, etc. But as kids get

older, these praises seem to

decline. Don’t always focus

on  what  your  child  does

wrong.  Praise  them  when

they  do  something  right.

Tell  them  you’re  proud  of

them  when  they  get  good

grades, are kind to others,

say no to smoking, etc. You

can also attach specific re-

wards,  such as going over

to a  friend’s house or  get-

ting  the  car  for  the  night

when they cheerfully com-

plete chores without having

to be reminded.

These  seemingly  mun-

dane,  routine  tasks,

learned  over  time  as  chil-

dren  and  youth,  form  the

basis  for  responsible  be-

havior as adults. It is a par-

ent’s  responsibility  to

model  such  behavior  as

they train their young ones

toward maturity.

 

 
 

  

 
  

  

  

  
 

 

 

  

 

 

 
   

 

  
 

 

  
   

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  

 

Nancy

Hunt
UK Extension 

Family & Consumer
Sciences Agent

H  

 
 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 
  

  

 
  

  

 
 

 

 
 

Homenotes

Help teens become responsible adults  

Community CALENDAR

Wednesday, March 19

n The National Active and
Retired Federal Employees
Association (NARFE)
Chapter 1373, will meet at
11:15 a.m., at the Crittenden
County Public Library. The
discussion will focus on the
April NARFE Spring Sprint at
Miss Scarletts in Grand
Rivers, located at Exit 31 on
I- 24. All current and retired
federal employees are invited
to attend the meeting.
Thursday, March 20

n The hospital auxiliary will
meet at 4 p.m., at the new
emergency management
building next to Par 4 Plas-
tics.
Friday, March 21

n Diabetes Support Group
will meet at 10 a.m. at the
Crittenden County Extension
Office. The program will be
provided by Crittenden Health
Systems on exercise.
Sunday, March 23

n Lady Rocket Basketball

will host a Be Joyful painting
party at the multi-purpose
room at Crittenden County
High School. Classes will
begin at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. All
materials are provided, many
styles of door hangings avail-
able. Cost is $35. Find Be
Joyful on Facebook for sam-
ples of painting projects.
Registration is encouraged to
ensure the project of your
choice, by calling Christy
Moss at (270) 836-2040 or Al-
lison Evans at (270) 704-
0447.
Saturday, March 29

n The track team will be sell-
ing ribeye sandwiches from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at Con-
rad's. 
Thursday, April 3

n Crittenden County Ele-
mentary School will hold
Family Fitness Night from 6
p.m. to 7 p.m., for students
and their families. 
On-going

n Livingston County Pre-

school/Head Start is now ac-
cepting applications for the
2014-2015 school year. Par-
ents can call (270) 988-2867
or (270) 928-2244 to sched-
ule an appointment.
n The Crittenden County

Health Department Relay for
Life team is designing a T-
shirt fundraiser for survivors
and loved ones lost to cancer.
Due to limited space, only
names of Crittenden Coun-
tians are being accepted. To
submit names for T-shirts or
for more information, call the
health department at (270)
965-5215 before March 14. T-
shirts will be available for pur-
chase in April. 
n All veterans are invited for

coffee and breakfast at 7:30
a.m. each Tuesday at the
VFW building in Marion. 
n The Crittenden County

Public Library hosts Lego
Club at 3:30 p.m., each Tues-
day when school is in session.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

SUBMITTED PHOTO

McDonald to perform national anthem
at KHSAA Girl’s Sweet 16 tournament

The Tumble Extreme tumble team competed in Edwardsville Ill. Feb 1 and 2. Members earned
the following results from the competition: (front row, from left) Rhianna Maness, sixth tum-
bling, second double-mini, fourth trampoline; Kiley Croft, seventh tumbling, fifth double-mini,
fifth trampoline; (center row, from left) Madison Mott, sixth tumbling, fourth double-mini, eighth
trampoline; Paityn  Maness, fourth tumbling, second double-mini, sixth trampoline;
Belle Minton, second tumbling, second double-mini and second trampoline; (back row, from
left) Riley Summers, third tumbling, fourth double-mini, fifth trampoline;
Michaela West, third tumbling, second double-mini, second trampoline and
Trinity Hayes, sixth tumbling, seventh double-mini and 14th trampoline.

Tumble team takes honors
SUBMITTED PHOTO

STAFF REPORT

For the second year in a
row,  Erin  McDonald  has
been selected to perform the
national anthem at the Ken-
tucky High School Athletic
Association’s  Girls’  Sweet
16  basketball  tournament
held this week on the cam-
pus  of  Western  Kentucky
University  in  Bowling
Green. 
McDonald,  a  Crittenden

County High School senior,
was selected as one of 16 in-
dividuals  out  of 60  entries
to sing the national anthem.
She  will  sing  at  6:30  p.m.
today (Thursday.)
McDonald  said  she  en-

joys  performing  in  front  of
live audiences and responds
to their enthusiasm.
“They  get  excited,  and  I

see the expression on their
face, and I love to see their

energy,” she
said.
She  de-

scribes  last
year’s  op-
portunity  to
sing the na-
tional  an-
them  in
front  of  the
large  crowd
at  Diddle

Arena a surreal moment. 
“You  always  see  people

on  television  sing  the  na-
tional anthem at events and
dream about that being you
someday,”  McDonald  said.
“That song is such a power-
ful song. I love to sing it be-
cause  it  makes  me  think
about  all  the  sacrifices
made for us to live the free
life that we live. Even to be
able to freely sing that song

is a huge honor.”
Penned by Francis Scott

Key during the Battle of Fort
McHenry  in  the  War  of
1812,  the  tradition  of
singing  the  Star  Spangled
Banner  at  sporting  events
gained  popularity  during
World  War  II.  It’s  also
known  as  one  the  most
challenging songs for a per-
former  to  sing.  McDonald
said it definitely takes mus-
cle memory to remember all
the words, she but feels it’s
important  not  to  second-
guess  yourself  once  you’ve
memorized the lyrics.
In addition to performing

the  anthem  at  local  ball-
games, McDonald is a choir
member  at  Life  in  Christ
Church. She is the daughter
of Chris and Sue McDonald
of Crittenden County. 

McDonald

SENIOR CENTER CALENDAR
Crittenden County Senior

Citizens Center is open week-
days 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Lunch is
served at 11:30 a.m. each day
and is $3 for those age 60 and
older. Milk, coffee or tea are
available each day. Reserva-
tions are requested.

Every day, the center at 210
North Walker St. in Marion of-
fers billiards, card games, Wii
games and use of the exercise
equipment. Call the center at
965-5229 for further informa-
tion.

This week's activities and

menu include:
- Today: Menu is baked cat-

fish, navy beans, beets, turnip
greens, cornbread and am-
brosia.

- Friday: Bingo begins at
10:30 a.m. Menu is beef ravioli
in sauce, peas and carrots,
rosy applesauce and a wheat
bread slice.

- Monday: Menu is baked
potato soup, chicken drum-
stick, coleslaw, apples and
caramel sauce and cornbread.

- Tuesday: A Kentucky legal
aide will be available beginning

at 10:30 a.m. Menu is hot
turkey sandwich on wheat
bread, mashed potatoes and
gravy, green beans and apple
cinnamon crumb cake.

- Wednesday: Bingo begins
at 10:30 a.m. Menu is baked
spaghetti, buttered carrots,
creamed peas, wheat garlic
bread and mandarin oranges.

- Next Thursday: Bible
study with Pastor Terra Sisco
begins at 10:30 a.m. Menu is
hamburger on wheat bun, pork
and beans, French fries and
snickerdoodle.

The Woman's Club of Marion met March 8 at the club room for its Annual Meeting and Mem-
bership Lunch. Members and guests enjoyed a delicious lunch and an informative talk from
guest speaker Cynthia Barnes, GFWC KENTUCKY 1st District Governor. Although Barnes has
not been a member for many years in the Murray Woman's Club, she has held many posts and
has grown in knowledge over the years. She was on hand to install the new officers of the
Woman's Club of Marion. Shown (from left) are Barnes, Becky Zahrte, president; Barbara
Myers, treasurer; Gladys Brown, corresponding secretary; Carolyn Belt, secretary; Kathy Bech-
ler, vice-president. The next meeting is 6 p.m., April 3 at the club room and will focus on con-
servation. Upcoming dates include the Woman's Club Quilt Show, the bake sale on April 25
and the Spring Gala on April 29. 

Woman’s Club elects new officers

Capturing special moments in time. That’s what this family of five generations did when they
came together for a special family photo. Included are (from left) Leo Asher, Ronnie Asher,
Jennifer Asher Wright and Laiken Chambliss with son Rhett.

Five generations 
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Fredonia Heritage Society receives state history awards
STAFF REPORT

Fredonia Valley Heritage
Society was the recipient of
two  Kentucky  History
Awards from the Kentucky
Historical  Society.  The
awards  were  received  on
Nov. 13, 2013.
This program recognizes

outstanding  achievements
by  public  history  profes-
sionals,  volunteers,  busi-
ness  and  civic  leaders,
historians,  libraries,  com-
munities  and  local history
organizations  throughout
the  commonwealth.  The
nominated projects are re-
quired  to  promote  the
preservation,  awareness
and  appreciation  of  state
and local history.  
Several members  of  the

Fredonia  Valley  Heritage
Society  traveled  to  Frank-
fort to accept the awards at
the  annual  awards  cere-
mony held at the Old State
Capitol.  Those  attending
were  society  members
Nicky and Gary Beth Baker,
Donnie  Boone,  Brenda
Bugg,  Steve  and  Pam
Faughn, Maggie  Gammon,

Scott Giltner, Rita Oldham,
Marion  Ivy  Phelps  and
Glenna Rowland.  
The first award received

was the prestigious Volun-
teer Organization or Group
of  the  Year  Award.    This
award is given to an organ-
ization that is managed ex-
clusively by volunteers or a
volunteer  group  that  has
made a substantial contri-
bution  of  time  and/or  tal-
ents  that  benefits  state  or
local history organization or
project  and/or  that  has
helped to make a historical
organization  a more  effec-
tive service-provider in the
community.  This  award
was based on all the activi-
ties  of  the  organization
throughout  the  year.  Ac-
cepting this award were so-
ciety President Pam Faughn
and society Secretary Gam-
mon.
The  second  award  re-

ceived  was  a  publication
award  for  their  booklet,
“Our Ancestors in the War
of 1812” and their brochure
commemorating  the 100th
anniversary  of  the  War  of

1812. Accepting this award
were War of 1812 Commit-
tee Chairman Oldham, and
committee members, Nicky
Baker and Phelps.   
Fredonia Valley Heritage

Society is for anyone inter-
ested  in  learning  more
about the heritage and his-
tory of the Fredonia Valley
and for those who want to
see the history of our com-
munity preserved for future
generations.   Meetings are
held on the  first Thursday
of  every  odd  numbered
month where you can learn
more  about  the  history  of
the Fredonia Valley through
informative  programs  and
speakers. 
Membership fees are $15

annually for an individual,
$25 annually  for  a  family,
$30 annually for a business
per  voting  member  and
$250 for a lifetime member-
ship.  
Anyone interested in be-

coming  a  member  of  the
Fredonia  Valley  Heritage
Society is encouraged to at-
tend  the  next  meeting  on
May 1.      

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Attending the Kentucky History Awards ceremony in Frankfort were (front row, from left) Mag-
gie Gammon, Pam Faughn, Rita Oldham (middle row) Brenda Bugg, Glenna Rowland, Donnie
Boone, Scott Giltner (back row) Nicky Baker, Gary Beth Baker, Steve Faughn and Marion Ivy
Phelps.  

Last month the seventh grade class began nominating students for "Most Outstanding" in their courses each month. Students
earning the most outstanding recognition in February include Josh Sarles, social studies; Pate Robinson, math; Blake Curnel,
language arts and Caitlyn Lynch, science. Students recognized for the month of March include John Claude Duvall, science;
Julia Davidson, social studies; Hannah Cooksey, math and Hunter Boone, language arts. Pictured (from left) are Robinson,
Curnel, Lynch, Duvall, Davidson, Cooksey and Boone. Not pictured Josh Sarles. 

CCMS outstanding students named  

STAFF REPORT

Crittenden  County  stu-
dents  can  now  apply  for
scholarships  for  a  unique
online  learning  opportu-
nity. 
The  Summer  Institute

for the Gifted (SIG), a not-
for-profit organization and
one of the nation's leading
gifted  summer  programs,
has announced that schol-
arships and financial assis-
tance are now available  to
Crittenden  County  stu-
dents  for  their  Online
Learning Program.
Gifted and talented stu-

dents  between  the  ages  of
seven and 12 in Crittenden
County can apply for finan-
cial assistance toward their
participation  in  SIG's  On-
line  Learning  Program.  In
addition,  SIG  participants
who receive free or reduced

lunch will be eligible to take
a course free of charge.
The program, which be-

gins June 18, runs for eight
weeks and features courses
that  offer  students  a  cur-
riculum  beyond  what  is
available during the school
day. 
The  courses  are  wide-

ranging  in  potential  inter-
est areas for individualized
learning  and  engage  stu-
dents in hands-on learning
while applying school con-
tent  through  speaking,
writing,  researching,  ana-
lyzing, reasoning and ques-
tioning.
To learn more about the

Online Learning Program or
to apply for financial assis-
tance,  visit  www.gifted-
study.org/beyond/online.
The  deadline  for  scholar-
ship applications is May 1.

STAFF REPORT

A Crittenden County Ele-
mentary  student  was  se-
lected  in  the  2013-2014
Grandparent  of  the  Year
essay contest sponsored by
AARP  Kentucky  and  the
Kentucky Retired Teachers'
Association (KRTA).
Charity  Conyer,  the

daughter  of  Donna  and
Mike  Campbell,  is  among
thousands  of  Kentucky
fifth-graders  who  partici-

pated  in  the  13th  annual
essay competition of 2013-
14. Students submitted to
their  fifth-grade  teachers
essays answering why their
grandparent should be the
AAPR Kentucky Grandpar-
ent of the Year. The teach-
ers  select  the  school's
winner.
As county winner, Conyer

receives a framed certificate
for  her  efforts,  and  the
essay will be submitted for

district  competition.  Crit-
tenden  County  Retired
Teachers  Association  also
gives the winner $20. 
Conyer and other district

winners then become eligi-
ble  to  participate  in  the
state finals. 
In  a  recognition  cere-

mony,  the Grandparent  of
the Year and student nomi-
nating  them  are  honored
April  22  at  the  Annual
KRTA  Convention  in

Lou isv i l l e .
The  state
winner  also
receives  a
$100  re-
ward.
The  essay

competition
is  a  unique
way  to  rec-
ognize  the
signi f icant

contributions  that  older
Kentuckians make  toward

shaping  the  lives  and  val-
ues  of  youth  across  the
Commonwealth. 
Across the country and in

Kentucky,  an  increasing
number  of  adults  50  and
over are  the primary care-
givers to many children.
Census  2010  data

showed  nearly  87,000
grandchildren in Kentucky
live with grandparents who
are  the  householders.  Al-
most 48,000 of  these chil-

dren  live  in  homes  where
the  grandparent  house-
holder  is  responsible  for
them.
The AARP Grandparent of

the  Year  essay  contest  is
organized  by  local  Retired
Teacher  Association  units
and  AARP  Chapters,  who
help  secure  local  school
participation,  promote  the
activity  and  serve  as  local
contest judges.

CCES student wins essay contest about grandparents

Conyer

Financial assistance
available for classes

Consult colleges on
honor roll placement
STAFF REPORT

Some colleges and univer-
sities, such as Murray State
University,  do  not  release
dean's and president's lists
to  newspapers.  This  may
also include graduation an-

nouncements and honors. If
a student wants their infor-
mation  posted  in  a  local
paper, the student must re-
quest  this  information
through  their  respective
school.
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SERVING AREA BRIDES FOR 12 YEARS

500 E. MAIN ST. • PRINCETON, KY • (270) 365-9777

Bethany Heaton & Colby D
avis

Shower Dates: April 12th &
 May 31st

Wedding Date: July 12th

Bailey Travis & Jason Gue
ss 

Wedding Date: March 29th

Tammy Jennings & Barry H
ix

Shower Date: March 30th
Wedding Date: June 7th

Alex Turley & Brandon Jac
kson

Wedding Date: April 5th

By ALLISON EVANS
STAFF WRITER

Colby Davis deserves high marks
for the creative proposal he choreo-
graphed in asking Bethany Heaton's
hand in marriage. 

Using a giant puzzle he ordered
online and the handiwork of his co-
workers at National Railway Equip-
ment Co. in Paducah, Davis led
Heaton on a scavenger hunt for puz-
zle pieces before popping the ques-
tion on the dock of his uncle's
McCracken County pond.

Weeks in the making, Davis
summoned Heaton's college room-
mates to put the plan in motion.

"My girlfriends had planned to
meet in Paducah aer work, and as
we were leaving the restaurant, one
of them gave me an envelope,” said
Heaton, 24.

"At first, I stuck it in my purse
because I thought it was a letter
from her, and I would read it later,
but she told me to read it. It was
from Colby.”

At the end of the letter, she was
instructed to call Davis' dad, who
gave her a few puzzle pieces to go
along with others her roommate
had in the car.

From there, she was instructed

to go to his aunt's house in Paducah.
"She had a couple questions to ask

me – one of which was his birthdate,
which I got wrong because I was so
nervous – before she gave me more puz-
zle pieces," said Heaton, a resident of

Marion.
"It was a Wednesday night, and I re-

ally didn't expect it, but I did start to sus-
pect something when I got to his mom's
house, and she gave me more puzzle
pieces."

She put all the pieces together, re-
vealing one empty hole in the center of
the collage of images from their rela-
tionship, which began as students at
Murray State University. e map on
the puzzle depicted a fork in the road
which led Davis to a job in Florida and
Heaton back to Marion aer gradua-
tion.

On the last stop at Davis' uncle's
house, she found her future husband on
the dock.

"He got down on one knee and gave
me the last puzzle piece that says 'Will
you marry me?'" 

With all the puzzle pieces in place,
family and friends who were in on the
surprise helped the couple celebrate.

While Davis, a 2nd Lt. in the Ken-
tucky Army National Guard, has spent
five months in Fort Leonardwood, Mo.,
Heaton has been working, pursuing a
second degree at Madisonville Commu-
nity College in Madisonville and plan-
ning the July wedding, which will be

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Colby Davis and Bethany Heaton
plan to marry in July. At left, a photo
helps explain the unique way in
which Davis proposed to Heaton.

A unique proposal
Scavenger hunt for puzzle pieces helps
groom-to-be pop question to sweatheart

See PROPOSAL/Page 13
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Bridal Guide

By SAMANTHA CRITCHELL
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

e traditional bridal gown
isn't a skimpy silhouette: It's
long and typically without a
plunging neckline or high slit.
ere's oen a whole lot of fab-
ric. One of the few opportuni-
ties for brides to be a little bare
is to go with a strapless or
sleeveless dress – and go with
them they do.

David Tutera, wedding
planner, designer and host of
WeTV's “My Fair Wedding
With David Tutera,” says that
besides those restricted by reli-
gious customs, he encounters
very few brides who want to be
more covered than they have to
be. More oen they want to
savor their moment in the spot-
light and show themselves off
as youthful, pretty and sexy, he
says.

New bridal collections are
dominated by dresses with no
sleeves, even though that takes
many women out of their com-
fort zone.

ere was a brief period
when sleeves were hot _ aer
Kate Middleton wore a long-
sleeve Alexander McQueen
gown to become the Duchess of
Cambridge _ but it didn't last.
Bare arms are again the norm.

It wasn't always that way.
“It feels like strapless has

been the go-to in wedding
dresses forever, but, historically
speaking, it's still a very recent
trend,” says Keija Minor, editor
in chief of Brides magazine.
“With some notable exceptions,
gowns had high necks and long
sleeves up through the 1990s.
Just think about Princess
Diana's wedding gown in 1981
with those big puffy sleeves. It
was larger than life to be sure,
but still very on trend for the
times.”

e shi, she says, came
about 20 years ago as tradition
gave way to a hint of sex appeal.

Strapless wedding dresses
“are the majority of what's out
there. ey dominate in the
stores and on every bridal mag-
azine's editorial pages. ey are
the easiest to try on and fit,”
says designer Romona Keveza.

Brides' Minor says that
women of many sizes and

shapes, including full-figured
ones, can benefit from the illu-
sion of a longer, leaner arm cre-
ated by the uncovered shoulder.

And, Keveza adds, strapless
gowns have come a long way
and are now comfortable,
sturdy and stable.

Still, she thinks there's room
for a few more sleeved and off-
the-shoulder numbers.

“Brides have come to believe
a strapless gown is ‘the uniform’
even if it's not what she wants,”
she says.

Tutera says brides should
consider the season, location
and overall vibe of the wedding
before heading straight to
strapless. It's ideal for a beach
wedding, but at a ski resort?
Not so much, he says.

A compromise could be the
strapless dress topped with a
mohair-lined silk shawl or a
dramatic cape, suggests de-
signer Anne Bowen.

Whether a bride chooses to
be sleeved or not, she needs to
find balance in her gown, adds
Bowen. If it's a “big ball of tulle
ballgown,” then the open neck-
line and bare arms might be the
way to go, she says, but for a
slim column gown, sleeves that
go past the wrist can be delicate
and feminine. (She'd stick with
a light fabric, such as lace or
sheer silk.)

Tutera also likes those airy,
light illusion sleeves – although
he'd cut them at a shorter
bracelet length – or a short cap
sleeve; poufy satin ones “will
bulk up the bride,” he says.

His solution is the detach-
able-sleeve gown he introduced
into his collection. “You take
them off aer the ceremony.
You can feel comfortable and
confident when all eyes are on
you, but you don't have to have
sleeves for the pictures.”

Strapless styles can give
look of sleekness to brides

METRO SERVICES

One of the few opportunities for brides to be a little bare is to go
with a strapless or sleeveless dress – and go with them they do.

Wedding 
Memories...

Stunning affordable floral
arrangements for your special
day - unique or traditional.
It's all about your style, 
created especially for you!

202 South Main St. • Marion, KY
270-965-2056 

Hours: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. , Mon., Tue., Thur., Fri.
8 a.m. - 12 p.m. Wed. & Sat.

CONSULTATION IS FREE 
SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT WITH ELLIOT

METRO SERVICES
Brides- and grooms-to-be

are oen nervous when the day
they will tie the knot finally ar-
rives. e realization that
months and months of planning
and anticipation are finally
about to come to a head oen
inspires some jitters in the days
leading up to the wedding. But
the following are a few ways
couples can calm those nerves
in the hours leading up to the
moment they have devoted so
much time and effort to plan-
ning since becoming engaged.

- Get a good night's rest.
Couples should prioritize a
good night's sleep the night be-
fore they are set to walk down

the aisle. Make your last night as
an unmarried couple an early
night so you will look your best
and have plenty of energy on
your big day, which will no
doubt start early and end late. 

- Spend time with family and
friends. Chances are your clos-
est friends and family members
are playing significant roles in
your wedding, and spending
time with them is a great way to
keep your nerves in check while
having a fun time before, during
and aer the ceremony.

- Don't be afraid to delegate
responsibilities. In spite of
months of planning, couples
will still have a to-do list come
their wedding days. If such a list

is overwhelming, brides- and
grooms-to-be should not be
afraid to delegate some of the
tasks on their lists. 

- Relax as the ceremony
draws nearer. As the start time
for the ceremony approaches,
couples about to tie the knot
should take time to sit down
and relax. Once their hair and
makeup is finished, brides-to-be
should sit down and exhale or
arrange for the photographer to
snap some fun pre-wedding
photos with their bridesmaids.
Grooms-to-be can do the same
with their groomsmen, sharing
a few last-minute jokes to en-
sure everyone is relaxed and
ready to go..

Calm those last-minute jitters

Sturgis Rd., Marion, KY
270-965-4717

Memories...
LET US HELP YOU CELEBRATE IN STYLE.

www.jimsformalwear.com

Tuxedo
Rental
$6995&Up

Blue making way into bridal decor
METRO SERVICES

As weddings become more
and more personalized to the
bride's own tastes, blue and
other colors have been making
their way into the bridal picture,
both in decor and in jewelry.

"In addition to our wide se-
lection of pearl and crystal jew-
elry for brides, we have seen
increased interest in sapphire
and other colors like topaz for
brides," according to Jill Maier,
Vice President of Design at
CAROLEE.

As the "jewelry destination
for brides," CAROLEE has for
decades had its finger on the

pulse of what brides want. Sap-
phire blue stones are now a sta-
ple in their bridal collection,
with stones set in silver and gold
tone metal. Topaz stones set in
gold have become popular, and
rose gold metal is another color
option that brides have gravi-
tated to. ese trends also influ-
ence jewelry for bridesmaids.

While color is making news
in bridal circles, pearls will al-
ways play a lead role in the
world of bridal jewelry. Classic
styles like single and double row
chokers, oen mixed with crys-
tal, are truly classic and always
appropriate for brides. But there

are now many modern twists,
both in design and in ways
brides choose to wear pearls.

Modern brides oen per-
sonalize their pearls by wearing
bolder, longer styles, by mixing
and layering different millime-
ters and by twisting, tying or
knotting them. 

e bottom line is that
brides are more than ever ex-
pressing their personal style in
every aspect of their weddings.
Jewelry selection is a wonderful
way to do this because it is a
focal point that frames the face
and will live forever in glorious
photos of the memorable day.



METRO SERVICES
Newlyweds oen have a lot

on their plates upon returning
from their honeymoons. One of
the more critical issues newly
married couples must address is
their finances and how those fi-
nances will be combined going
forward.

Combining finances can be a
touchy subject for many couples,
especially those who had not
given much thought to their fi-
nances prior to tying the knot.
But there are steps couples can
take to make the process of
merging finances go more
smoothly.

- Discuss finances early and
oen. Allowing finances to be
the elephant in the room is a mis-
take, as couples do not want to
begin their lives together tread-
ing lightly around an issue as sig-
nificant as finances. Couples
should discuss their expenditures
and spending habits as early as
possible, as one of the biggest

hurdles newly married couples
must clear is coming to grips
with one another's financial
habits. If such habits have already
been discussed, then developing
a financial plan will be much eas-
ier once that time comes. When
discussing finances, define both
short-term and long-term goals
and how each of you can adjust
your spending habits to make
those goals come true.

- Pay off any debts. e cost of
weddings has skyrocketed over
the last several decades, and
many newlyweds find them-
selves in a considerable amount
of debt upon returning from
their honeymoons. When merg-
ing finances, couples should pri-
oritize paying down such debt, as
debt is a significant source of
stress for newlyweds and long-
married couples alike. Newly
married couples with little or no
debt should avoid spending
above their means in the months
aer they get married. Such

spending is commonplace, as
newly married couples oen
want to fully furnish their new
homes or reward themselves for
pulling off their weddings. But
new debt can be just as stressful
on a marriage as debt from the
wedding, so avoid this poten-
tially problematic pitfall by pay-
ing down existing debts with
your newly merged finances.

- Make note of mutual ex-
penses and open a joint account
to pay for those expenses. Mutual
expenses like mortgage pay-
ments, food and utilities should
be the responsibility of each part-
ner, and a joint account should
be established to handle such ex-
penses. When opening a joint ac-
count, discuss how much and
how oen each partner will con-
tribute money. One partner
might earn considerably more
money than another, so work out
a reasonable agreement that de-
tails how much each partner will
contribute each month, and

whether such contributions will
be made on a weekly, bi-weekly
or monthly basis.

- Make concessions for one
another. When merging fi-
nances, couples oen discover
that they don't see eye-to-eye on
how each person spends money.
Couples who successfully merge
their finances oen note the im-
portance of making concessions
with regard to their partners'
spending on certain hobbies or
luxuries. As long as those hob-
bies are not putting couples in
debt or jeopardizing their finan-
cial goals, couples can make con-
cessions so their partners
continue to be happy and enjoy
their favorite activities.

Merging finances is an issue
that looms for many newlyweds
or couples about to tie the knot.
ough it's not always easy,
merging finances early and dis-
cussing goals can ensure newly-
weds get off on the right financial
foot.

By BETH J. HARPAZ
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Buying a diamond ring can be in-
timidating. What do you look for? How
much should you pay? 

Demystify the process by learning
about the four C's: carat, color, clarity
and cut. is system of grading dia-
monds was developed 60 years ago by
the Gemological Institute of America.

en do some research online or
visit jewelers. You'll soon understand
your options. Here's a primer on the
four C's and other advice.

e Four C’s
- Carat is a weight measurement. A

1-carat diamond weighs 200 mil-
ligrams. But there's no ideal size for a
diamond. It depends on your budget
and taste. Some women want a big rock;
others prefer a delicate, less blingy look.

Small diamonds are cheaper than
large diamonds. A ring with three small
diamonds totaling 1 carat costs less than
a single 1-carat stone of similar quality.

- Color is graded by letter, starting
with D for rare, colorless diamonds. E
and F are considered excellent, but G or
H diamonds will look just as good to
the eye.

Farther down the scale, you'll notice
differences. “If you put a K color beside
a G color, you'll notice more yellow in
the K,” said Russell Shor, senior indus-
try analyst for the Gemological Insti-
tute.

- Clarity measures diamond flaws,
called inclusions, which might appear
as tiny spots, clouds or cavities in the
stone. e clarity grade SI stands for
“slightly included.” VS is a better grade,
“very slightly included.” VVS is even
higher, “very, very slightly included.”
Most inclusions in the VVS-SI range
cannot be seen by the untrained eye
“unless someone tells you where it is,”
Shor said.

- Cut measures workmanship, rather
than a diamond's inherent qualities.
e way a stone is cut enhances sparkle
and luminosity and can hide flaws. e
best cut rating, ideal, is rare. About a
third of diamonds are rated fair, good
or very good.

e formula
What should you look for in each of

the C's?
“e one thing you should not trade

off on is the quality of the cut,” said
Shor. “Even a nice color stone, if not
well-cut, will be dull and lifeless. But if
it's a middle color – like K – and it's got
a real excellent cut, it will pop and flash
with all the sparkle that diamonds are
famous for.”

Aer choosing the cut, “balance the
color, clarity and carat weight based on
your personal preference to find the
best diamond for you and your budget,”
said Amanda Gizzi, spokeswoman for
Jewelers of America.

For example, for $2,000, you might

pick a 1-carat, K-color stone with a
slight inclusion, or a half-carat, G-color,
with a very slight inclusion. An L or M-
colored diamond at that price “will get
you a 2-carat honker, but you'll defi-
nitely notice the yellow and you'll see
some inclusions,” said Shor.

Consumers pay $3,500 on average
for engagement rings, according to Jew-

elers of America. On the low end, Shor
recommends spending at least $700 to
$1,000 to get “something that's not too
small and of reasonable quality, a re-
spectable half-carat stone.”

It's easy to compare options online.
At BlueNile.com, set your price range,
then play with carat size and the other
C's to see tradeoffs.

Many websites list the four C's for
every ring they sell. Brick-and-mortar
stores should be able to provide grading
reports, whether from GIA or another
expert lab.

Shape and style
Engagement rings traditionally fea-

ture gold bands with a center diamond,
though some have smaller diamonds on
either side. Melissa Colgan, senior style
editor for Martha Stewart Weddings,
says the engagement ring that Prince
William gave to Kate Middleton, a large
sapphire surrounded by diamonds, has
increased interest in rings with other
gemstones.

Diamonds can be cut into many
shapes. Round, the most common, of-
fers “the biggest bang for your buck be-
cause the difference between the raw
and cut diamond is smaller,” Colgan
said. But she said unusual shapes with
retro looks and names like marquise,
Asscher and pear are having a resur-
gence, partly because celebrities are
wearing them.

Whether a shape is flattering de-
pends on your fingers. “If you have long
thin fingers, you can wear something
like Asscher or princess that is more
square-cut,” Colgan said. “If you have
shorter fingers or muscular hands, mar-
quise or oval will elongate your fingers.”
But long nails don't mix with oval: “It
looks like you've got a weird nail in the
middle of your hand.”
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Security...
Insurance can 
provide the feeling 
of security whether 
it’s for your home, 
auto or life. We take
care of your future.

YARBROUGH
INSURANCE AGENCY

113 West Gum Street
Marion, Kentucky

(270) 965-3133

Come As Guests
Leave As Friends

Grace House Bed & Breakfast
320 Sturgis Rd., Marion, KY • 965-0010

Accommodations for your Wedding Party 
inside the Marion city limits.

Reservations by the room. 
Relax in our spacious common area.

Karen Woodall & Steve Spillman, Inn Keepers

When buying diamond, learn 4 C's process

METRO SERVICES

Demystify the process of buying a diamond ring by learning about the four
C's: carat, color, clarity and cut. 

• RE-SANDED HARDWOOD FLOORS 
• NEWLY PAINTED AUDITORIUM 
• STAGE RESTORATION & CURTAIN 
• BATHROOM UPGRADES

Fohs 
Hall

& ELEGANT
HISTORIC

Fohs 
Hall

Marion’s most historic landmark has undergone major renovations to
make it the premiere wedding and reception venue in the region.

*Rental rates for 2013:
Auditorium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200
Upstairs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $125
Basement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $125
Nunn Room (parlor). . . . . . . $100

Wedding 
Receptions 

•••Banquets
•••Anniversary & 

Birthday Parties
•••Organizational 

Meetings

Built in 1926, Fohs Hall is 
Marion’s most recognizable landmark.

Handicap
accessible

*Does not include extra fees for set ups, food surcharges, etc.

For further information call (270) 965-3529 or Shyral Estes at 965-0964 or 704-1068. 
You can also e-mail shyralestes@yahoo.com.

Avoid pitfalls when merging finances
METRO SERVICES

ere are many different
reasons couples opt to get
married in a particular
month. Warm weather and
the best chance for good
photo opportunities spurs
many couples to tie the knot
during the summer months. 

Although June has long
been the most popular
month for getting hitched,
times are changing. Num-
bers from the American Na-

tional Center for Health Sta-
tistics indicate that July and
August have had more mar-
riages than June for the last
several years. 

In North America, the
most popular month to walk
down the aisle is July, fol-
lowed by August, June, May,
September, October, Decem-
ber, November, April, Febru-
ary, and March. January has
the least number of wed-
dings. 

Summer sees most marriages

METRO SERVICES
Proponents of marriage may

quote any number of reasons why
couples should tie the knot in-
stead of living a life of singlehood.
A desire to raise children together
is one reason many couples wed,
but getting hitched might also be
better for your health. at's right,
a growing body of evidence has
suggested marriage may be bene-
ficial for men and women from a
health and wellness standpoint.

A 2006 study published in the
Journal of Epidemiology and
Community found that, com-
pared with married people, peo-
ple who are widowed, are
divorced/separated or have never
married are more likely to die ear-
lier. In addition to a greater com-
bined wealth that may make
access to health insurance or bet-
ter healthcare possible, there are a
number of possible reasons be-
hind why married couples tend to
be healthier and happier.

- Safety: Being married and
committed to one partner reduces
your risk of developing a disease
through intimate encounters.
Furthermore, married couples
tend to be less involved in behav-
iors that may put them at risk for
violent altercations between oth-
ers. Research by the U.S. Justice
Department has found that single
and divorced women are four to
five times more likely to be vic-
tims of violence in any given year
than women who are married.

- Health monitoring: Married
couples may pay attention to and
monitor changes in each other's
health more so than boyfriends
and girlfriends. Couples who can
recognize the subtle changes in
physical or emotional health may
be able to identify problems be-
fore they become more serious. 

- Improves mental health:
Many people joke that getting
married removes freedoms that
lead to happiness, but researchers
find that this isn't the case. In their
book, "e Case for Marriage:
Why Married People Are Hap-
pier, Healthier, and Better off Fi-
nancially," authors Linda Waite

and Maggie Gallagher found
married men are only half as
likely as bachelors and one-third
as likely as divorced guys to take
their own lives. Wives are also
much less likely to commit suicide
than single, divorced or widowed
women. Married people are much
less likely to have problems with
alcohol abuse or illegal drugs. An
international study of 17 devel-
oped nations from Steven Stack
and J. Ross Eshleman found that
"married persons have a signifi-
cantly higher level of happiness
than persons who are not mar-
ried." .

ere are many health-related
benefits to getting married. Men
and women about to enter into a
new life together can add good
health to why they are happy
about their upcoming nuptials.

Married couples proven
healthier than singles
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Fantastic Italian dishes available for large Parties, 
including pastas, salads, and much more for your group. 

Let Us Sweeten Your Event With... 
Assorted Dessert Trays, Cupcakes,  Cheesecake, 

Grooms Cakes & More.

108 S. Main St., Marion, KY • (270) 965-5185

Private Dining for 
Pre-Nuptial Events & 

Rehearsal Dinners
Seating available for up to 125 guests

A U T O   I   H O M E   I   L I F E   I   B U S I N E S S  I   A  M E M B E R  S E R V I C E   I   K Y F B . C O M

All of your policies under one roof.
Not just Big on Commitment, but Big on Discounts. Did you know you
could save 20%* on your home, farm and mobile home insurance by 
insuring your auto with us? Call, email, or come by for a free auto quote.
*Discounts subject to eligibility.

Larry Davidson
Agency Manager

109 Court Street
Marion, Kentucky

270-965-4624
Ricky Brown

Agent

®	

BRIDAL REGISTRY

223 Sturgis Road, Marion, Kentucky • (270) 965-5425

Marion
Rentals Available For Weddings & Parties

• Bakeware 
• Kitchen Assessories
• Casserole & Baking Dishes 
• Cutlery
• Electric Appliances 

• Laundry & Cleaning
• Home Furnishings 
• Hardware & Tools
• Outdoor Living 

Katie Anna Henager
March 15

Jared Wayne Asbridge

Jessica Gatten
April 12 

Evan Head

“120 Year Tradition of Friendly Service”
602 Cassidy Ave. • 270-545-3301

Mon. - Thur. 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. • Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Drive-In Windows Open Until 6:00 p.m. on Friday

www.fredoniavalleybank.com

Loans • Mortgages • Checking
Savings • Money Markets 

IRA • Certificates of Deposit

FREDONIA 
VALLEY BANK

“Old Fashion Service In a New Banking World”

Start your life together with Fredonia 
Valley Bank’s financial services.

515 South Main
Marion, KY

Open 6 a.m. - 10 p.m. Everyday

Hand Decorated Wedding Cakes 
Made Especially for you!

• • •
Catering from Our Deli 

Hot &Cold Food Service Available
• • •

Call Lori Today
965-4533 or 

965-4652

held in the open-air tabernacle at
Hurricane Campground.

"I've been planning it, but he
has an opinion about every-
thing," Heaton says with a laugh.
"But he liked the idea about Hur-
ricane. It is a very peaceful, quiet
place and fits both of our person-
alities."

Heaton, the daughter of Tom
and Russene Heaton of Marion,
attended or has been a counselor
at Hurricane Youth Camp since
second grade. She plans to be a
counselor again in June, just
weeks before the two tie the knot
with seven bridesmaids and
groomsmen and six flower girls
and ring bearers by their sides.

With such a romantic and
well-designed proposal, one has
to wonder about the honeymoon.

"It is a surprise. He said I need
a passport, and it will take 20
hours to get there," Heaton says,
admitting she's expecting sun
and sand but won't know the
exact destination until aer the
rehearsal dinner.

PROPOSAL
Continued from Page 10

By LISA A. FLAM
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Of Tiffany Schutt's 250 wed-
ding guests, one surely stood
out.

Not only was she not invited,
but the young guest, a relative
with whom the couple wasn't
particularly close, turned up in
a white dress – and a short and
sexy one at that.

In fact, she was one of five
uninvited relatives whose names
were added to invited guests' re-
sponse cards. Schutt, who mar-
ried in Indianapolis, was
flattered but also in disbelief that
they so badly wanted to attend.

“We are very laid-back,
thankfully, so that day I took it
in stride,” she said. “It just
seemed not to be the best eti-
quette.”

When it comes to manners,
experts say wedding guests do
well overall but are still causing
headaches on a few fronts.

“e No. 1 thing that I hear
about from frustrated brides is
guests not RSVPing, not
RSVPing on time or RSVPing
for more than one person,” said
Anna Post, great-great-grand-
daughter of Emily Post and co-
author of the upcoming new
edition of “Emily Post's Wed-
ding Etiquette” (William Mor-
row). “It's all about the RSVP.”

Blame it on the relaxed cul-
ture, busy lives or the hope of a
better Saturday night offer, but
some people just can't get it to-
gether to mail the response card
back. And don't get brides
started on the guests who say
they will attend, only to end up
as no-shows.

“People have gotten casual
about this,” Post says. “When it
comes to the wedding they
think, it's not a big deal. I'm just
one person, it'll be fine. And it's
really not. It's a lot of money and

a lot of stress for the couple.”
Brides and grooms might

want to add a cushion of a week
or so before they have to give a
headcount to the caterer or
venue so they can chase people
down.

“e key is to keep the frus-
tration out of your voice,” Post
says. “It can't be those sweet
words with a nasty tone because
that defeats the purpose of
wanting to invite them in the
first place. You can't say, `I'm so
annoyed with you, you're unin-
vited.”'

New York wedding planner
Marcy Blum suggests adding an
enclosure with the invitation
listing an email address people
can use to RSVP or ask ques-
tions.

Brides put thought into ad-
dressing their invitations, which
spell out exactly who is invited.
When guests treat the RSVP
card like a write-in ballot, a
phone call is in order, Post said,
so they understand that their
date or child was not invited.

Some parents don't like leav-
ing their children home, but ex-
perts urge couples to resist such
pressure.

“Do not cave to this, because
it's completely unfair to all the
guests who do find child care
and respect your wishes,” Post
says.

Besides RSVPs, another eti-
quette trouble spot is smart-
phones – in particular, those
guests who crowd the aisle to
take pictures and then post the
images online before the cere-
mony is even over, scooping the
couple's wedding photographer.

“A bride is very particular
about how she looks at her wed-
ding, and she does not want the
photo that isn't the most possi-
ble flattering photo to be all over
Facebook before she gets to look

at her wedding shots,” Blum
said.

Photos aside, phones detract
from the solemnity of the cere-
mony.

“If you're so busy tweeting
and Instagraming, you're not
paying attention,” Blum said.
“It's almost a cosmic faux pas.
People want your energy with
them and focused on what
they're doing.”

Blum, who has planned the
nuptials for notables like LeBron
James and George Soros, says
couples can try to head this off
by including a note in the wel-
come gi or on the program.
e officiant or best man can
make an announcement, or you
can place a sign at the entryway.

Keeping guests from snap-
ping away at the reception,
though, may be a losing fight,
Post says, though couples can
ask guests to refrain from post-
ing the photos online.

“I would pick and choose
your battles,” she said. “e cer-
emony is the right place to
focus.”

Other do's and don'ts for
guests:

Behavior
Arrive early, and stay to

dance, mingle and converse at
dinner. “Being social and en-
gaged is one of the best ways to
be a good guest, along with not
getting too drunk, or drunk pe-
riod,” Post says.

Dress
Don't be too informal, and

avoid wearing anything that's
too sexy, too over-the-top or too
white. Blum notes a resurgence
of women wearing white to
weddings, and says brides don't
appreciate that on their big day
in white.

“For many, many years it was

never an issue because etiquette
was stricter all around, so peo-
ple didn't do it,” Blum said.
“Now that things have loosened
up a bit, that is something that
brides still get very upset about.”

Gis
Some regional traditions

may call for bringing the gi to
the wedding, but experts say
that in general they are best sent
ahead of time, avoiding the pos-
sibility of the and the hassle for
the couple of hauling them
home. If not, a gi should be
sent within three months, Post
says.

Toasts
Toasts to the couples can get

out of hand if guests, sometimes
tipsy ones, start asking for the
microphone. Proper form says
guests should not speak unless
they are asked or receive per-
mission.

Despite reality shows sensa-
tionalizing crazy wedding be-
havior, Blum says guests do
seem better behaved today as
couples create their guest lists
with great care.

“ere's something about a
wedding that for the most part,”
she says, “brings out the best in
people.”

Being a good wedding guest:
Do's and don'ts of attending

CRITTENDEN COUNTY ED-TECH CENTER
Available For 

Receptions & Dinners

Call 965-9294 for reservations 
or more information.

Seating for 80 People
Rates start at $65

Full Kitchen Available for Catering

Tips for
trying on 
gowns 
METRO SERVICES

Many brides-to-be look for-
ward to the day when they visit a
bridal salon and are able to try on
gowns for the first time. ere are
certain tips that can make the day
go much more smoothly and po-
tentially reduce the amount of
time it may take to find the per-
fect gown.

- Wear a supportive, well con-
structed strapless bra or corset in
your correct size. If you will be
wearing a petticoat, also have the
right size available.

- Try to wear your hair similar
to the style you have in mind for
your wedding.

- Note that the size of the wed-
ding gown you will wear is typi-
cally one to two sizes larger than
your day-to-day clothes. Proper
measurements can be matched to
designers' size charts.

- It's best to limit the number
of people with whom you shop to
one or two trusted friends or fam-
ily members. An entourage can be
confusing.

- It's always better to order a
slightly larger gown and leave
room for alterations if you are be-
tween sizes.



METRO SERVICES
Wedding tradtionalists know

there will be a number of required
dances at the reception to keep
them on their toes. From spot-
light dances to special requests,
the night is sure to be filled with
memorable moments on the
dance floor.

While it may be tempting to
leave musical selections entirely
up to a band or disc jockey, cou-
ples should choose the songs they
dance to during special dances.

A bride's dance with her father
and a groom's dance with his
mother are special moments dur-
ing a wedding reception that can
evoke strong emotions and a few
tears from family and friends. Part
of what makes these moments so
memorable are the songs them-
selves. Choosing the right songs
can be difficult, but there are ways
to make the decision-making
process go more smoothly.

Start out by making a list of
songs you like and believe convey
feelings you want to share with
others. Ask your father or mother
to make a similar list. ese lists
can be compared and then a com-
mon element may become appar-
ent. Many brides and grooms will
happily defer the choice to their
parents, which can give parents a
role in the wedding planning and
make them feel they have had an
important hand in the festivities.

When considering songs, se-
lect among songs that have a spe-
cial meaning or represent the
bond between parent and child.
ere may be a song from your

youth that you enjoy or one that
you sang to a parent at a school
performance that is particularly
memorable. Songs that seem to
transcend time oen work best
for these spotlight dances, rather
than something that is too trendy.

When choosing a song, it
helps to consider a song that has
some sort of back beat. is can
make it easier for novice dancers
to follow along and still move
gracefully. Do not feel the song
has to be extremely slow. If your
dancing partner and you are con-
fident on the dance floor, there are
many different songs that can be
fitting, from country to so rock
to jazz.

Timing of the song is also im-
portant. Father-daughter and
mother-son dances are not the
times for lengthy songs. While
these certainly may be good
choices for when the DJ needs to
take a bathroom break, their
length could leave you on the
dance floor too long and bore
your guests as a result. Keep spot-
light songs short and to the point. 

If you and your parent are not
the sentimental types, then by all
means select a song that's less tra-
ditional.

In some cases the spotlight
dance can be even more poignant
when a parent is no longer living
and is attending the wedding in
spirit only. You may opt to have a
few special words said with a par-
ticular song that reflects a parent's
personality. Otherwise, you can
dance with another person in
your mother or father's stead.
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Bridal Guide Let us help you look and feel your 
best before you walk down the aisle.

Full Body Fitness Studio
177 Nunn-Jent Rd., Marion, KY • 270-704-1871
Serena Dickerson, Certified Personal Trainer

6-week programs designed to help you shed 
inches and pounds quickly and properly.

•$20 monthly fee for unlimited use of cardio equipment 
•Membership also allows discount of $5/class
•Non-members pay $7/class

Call Serena Dickerson, 704-1871, for more information.METRO SERVICES
Limousines, gowns and flow-

ers are each important compo-
nents of a couple's wedding day.
But few aspects of a wedding are
as important as photography.

anks to the popularity of so-
cial media, some couples may
overlook the importance of hiring
a professional photographer for
their weddings. Although there is
something to be said for candid
images captured on phones and
personal cameras, the pictures a
couple will cherish and look back
on for decades are best supplied
by a professional photographer.

Even if you will be hiring a
videographer and having photos
snapped by loving friends and
family, professional wedding pho-
tography is an ideal way to im-
mortalize this special day. Most
couples say "I do" with the hopes
of staying together forever, giving
them only one chance to capture
the magic of the wedding day on
film. Leaving photos to chance by
hiring an amateur photographer
may be something couples regret
down the road.

Professional photographers
use high-quality equipment that
will produce much better results
than photos snapped on the aver-
age digital camera. Plus, the pho-
tographer has experience with
posing, placement of arms and
legs, head tilting, and lighting,
each of which ensures that the
photos come out looking as good
as possible. While a friend may
not notice an eyesore in the rear
of a photo composition when tak-
ing a picture, a professional may
notice something that will stand

out and make adjustments. Fur-
thermore, professional photogra-
phers tend to have an eye for
interesting angles to capture im-
ages that may be overlooked.
Rather than a series of portraits at
one level, he or she may climb
high for aerial shots or lie on the
floor for a different perspective.
e results may be unique van-
tage points that set your wedding
photos apart from those of the
masses.

Price alone should not dictate
which photographer to hire. Al-
though wedding budgets are

oen stretched, skimping on a
photography allotment may result
in subpar results. at doesn't
mean you need to hire the most
expensive photographer, but cou-
ples should realize the value of ex-
perience and professional
equipment, both of which tend to
come at a premium price. Do not
expect to pay package prices that
would be offered at department or
discount stores. Many photogra-
phers are artists who take their
work very seriously. A photogra-
pher will be spending all day with
you capturing hundreds of pho-
tos. Each image will then need to
be reviewed, repositioned and po-
tentially enhanced or retouched.
is time-consuming attention to
detail is oen what dictates the
higher costs of a very good pho-

tographer.
Keep in mind that photogra-

phers are unique individuals and
not all the visions and styles of
particular artists will meld with
your own perception of how you
want the wedding to look. Ex-
pressing your expectations and
comparing your goals with the
portfolios of photographers will
help you find the best fit. Do not
feel shy about asking for testimo-
nials from past customers or talk-
ing to couples you know who
have recently gotten married and
asking for a recommendation.

While couples are making
wedding day magic, photogra-
phers are behind the scenes cap-
turing all of the memories couples
can relive for years and years to
come.

METRO SERVICES

A professional photographer will provide the expertise to produce beautiful wedding photos.

Don't underestimate worth
of wedding day photography

Song choices for special
dances take careful thought
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Marion grew from crossroads to a vibrant city
The history of our town

and county is always inter-
esting. No matter how
many times I read of the
history, I learn new things
that I missed before. Here
is some history from those
early days, explaining
where the county court
held some of its early
meetings and the first resi-
dential home that was
built in Marion. 

***
The early pioneer town

of Marion in her early days
probably wasn't built with
the expectation of any
great number of perma-
nent residents, but rather
as a center or gathering
place for the people living
in the territory for miles
around. Public buildings
were established in such
new towns to house all
agencies of the government
of the surrounding terri-
tory.  

Soon, markets of all
types quickly sprang up
around the public build-
ings to take advantage of
the community-gathering
place. So it was with the
town of Marion during its
first year and a half.  

The town had been es-
tablished only for the pur-
pose of a county seat, or
as a centralized location
for the erection of public
buildings to house the gov-
ernment and public
records of the newly
formed Crittenden County.
Its subsequent rapid
growth into a mercantile
and residential community
was not planned nor even
visualized by most of the
early town fathers, many
of whom were also early
county officials.

It has been noted before
that, at first, the county
officials did not reside in
or near Marion, but would
commute to and from their
homes on horseback when
county court was in ses-
sion.  

Harvey W. Bigham, Crit-
tenden County’s first court
clerk who lived near the
town of Salem, must have
soon found the rapidly in-
creasing records of the
county becoming too bulky
for daily carriage in his
saddlebags, which had
previously been his prac-
tice. Therefore, he was de-
termined to build a
permanent residence in
Marion on land which he
had purchased from Dr.
John S. Gilliam.  

There were a few log
and frame cabins scattered

throughout what is now
downtown Marion and
along Fords Ferry (now
North Main Street) and
Centerville (now Moore Av-
enue) roads within a half-
mile of the public square.
But there is no doubt that
the two-story brick man-
sion built in 1846 by Har-
vey W. Bigham and later
owned and occupied by
R.W. Wilson and S.M.
Jenkins was Marion's first
permanent residence. 

When it became a cer-
tainty in 1842 that Dr.
John S. Gilliam's donation
of the site of Marion would
be accepted as the location
of the new county seat, the
members of Bethany Pres-
byterian Church – who
had been sharing their 40-
year-old log building with
the newly-organized
Crooked Creek Baptist
Church – decided to sell
their old meeting house
near Cross Keys to the
Baptists and build a larger
brick church in a more
centralized location nearer
Marion.

The Presbyterians found
a tract of unclaimed land
about a half-mile from the
southwest corner of the
Marion reservation. They
started procedures to ac-
quire a Kentucky Land
Grant that would include
as its northeast corner,
the low hill which is now
the site of the Old Marion
Cemetery on Moore Avenue
and West Gum Street. 

There, the congregation
built a rectangular-shaped
meeting house on the
northern side of this hill.
(The portion of the hill on
which the "Old Brick
Church," as it was popu-
larly known, stood was cut
down by the construction
of U.S. 60's western en-
trance into Marion on
West Gum Street.)

The justices of the
county courts in Kentucky
of the 1840s had the re-
sponsibility of total gov-
ernmental administration
to all parts of the counties
not incorporated, thus
Marion in the year and a
half of its formative stage

was under the supervision
of the Crittenden County
Court.  

The court appointed
Joel E. Grace, William
Hughes, Issac H. Wheeler,
John Wright and Isham
Clements as a commission
to let out and superintend
the erection of a court-
house in Marion. 

They were given the
monies left in the county
treasury after claims
against the county had
been settled with the tax
levies of 1843 and 1844.
They awarded the contract
to H. B. Pierce for the erec-
tion of the new court-
house, a brick building
located at the same spot
and about the same size as
the northern wing of the
present courthouse.

On May 8, 1843, the
Crittenden County Court
moved its court meetings
to what is now the City of
Marion for the first time.
They had rented the previ-
ously-mentioned Brick
Church from the Bethany
Presbyterians, who had
not yet used the newly-
constructed meetinghouse
as their new church, and
they held court there until
the new courthouse on the
Marion public square was
decided ready for occu-
pancy.

Finally, in 1844, the
county court accepted the
new courthouse and be-
came responsible for its
custody. The court allowed
Summer Marble and J.W.
Headley the use of "one of
the small jury rooms" in
the courthouse for their
law office in return for as-
sisting Clerk H.W. Bigham
in taking care of the build-
ing.

Soon after the incorpo-
ration of Marion, the
county court appointed
John S. Elder, James R.
Hanks, William Rochester,
W.A. Brooks and James L.
Hill as commissioners to
“view out” a road to lead
through the town of Mar-
ion so as to correspond
with the streets and the
plans of the new town and
to intersect the old road
near the brick church.

In the following month,
James M. Smith was ap-
pointed surveyor of Fords
Ferry and Belleville roads
beginning at the court-
house in Marion and ex-
tending a half-mile each
way.

Smith was given the
privilege of calling on every
able-bodied male resident

along these roads to the
extent of the town bound-
aries to assist in clearing,
smoothing and cleaning all
parts of those roads so as
to make verification of the
new town.

“The History of Ken-
tucky” states that by 1847,
Marion had a brick court-
house and other public
buildings, six stores, one
tavern, one house of enter-
tainment, four lawyers,
three doctors and four me-
chanics. This would indi-
cate that at least seven
mercantile buildings and a
hotel and a stable, as well
as a blacksmith shop and
some offices existed. It
also states that the 1847
population was 120, which
indicates that there were
quite a few permanent res-
idences built after Harvey
W. Bigham started that
trend in 1846.

***
Harvey W.  Bigham, the

first Crittenden County
Clerk and Circuit Clerk,
was born July 25, 1806.
He died Dec. 5, 1849, in
New Orleans, La., from in-
juries received in the ex-
plosion of the steamer
Louisiana on which he was
a passenger. 

He was married to
Sarah J. Rice. They had a
son, James W. Bigham,
who was born May 7,
1844, and was the first

white child born in the
newly formed Crittenden
County. What is interest-
ing about this story is that
later in his life, the son,
James, lived in Florida but
came back to visit Marion
in August 1906. 

This is what he told The
Press reporter on his visit:

“Rev. J.W. Bigham of
Bartow, Fla., was in Mar-
ion a few weeks ago and
being in a reminiscent
mood, talked somewhat
freely of Marion and old
times. Standing at the cor-
ner of Yandell-Gugenheim
Co. store (Frazer, Rogers
and Peek Law Office today)
and replying to a number
of questions he said, ‘Yes,
it is true I was the first
child born in the town of
Marion, Ky.’ 

“Pointing his finger
across the square he said,
‘I was born in the double
log house that stood on
the south side of the street
immediately in front of the
old Dr. Crawford property.
I am, therefore, not only
one of the first homecom-
ers, but I am one of the
first comers to this good
town of Marion.’

“’I have seen three Mari-
ons reared on this present
site of the town, and have
seen three courthouses
reared in that courthouse
yard. The first one was de-
stroyed by the rebels dur-

ing the war in the year of
'63, I think, and the sec-
ond one was burned acci-
dentally by working men
repairing the roof.’

“’My father built the
dwelling house now owned
and occupied by Mr. R.W.
Wilson, but on the death
of my mother in 1846, he
would not live there any-
more, so he traded the
property for the brick tav-
ern corner now occupied
by Yandell-Gugenheim Co.’

“’We moved to the
dwelling near the old brick
church cemetery in 1846,
which is now occupied by
Mr. T.H Lowry, the dis-
tiller. The place was
known then as the Marly
House. It is there that I
have the first recollection
of anything on this earth.’”

***
Stories such as these

help us to know the very
early history of our town,
even though all the physi-
cal signs are gone and just
the site of the Old Marion
Cemetery is all that is visi-
ble today of the history
told in the article.

(Brenda Underdown is
Crittenden County's histo-
rian and serves on the
board of the historical and
genealogical societies in
the county. She is also ac-
tive in maintaining Critten-
den County Historical
Museum.)
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The Harvey Bigham home was the first residential house built in Marion. It was later known
as the Wilsonian after it was traded to R.W. Wilson. It sat on the corner lot of Main and East
Depot streets where the Boston/Dickey home is located today.

HOMESTEAD 
AUCTION REALTY
308 N. MAIN ST., MARION, KY 42064

(270) 965-9999
PRINCIPAL BROKER DARRIN TABOR

270-704-0041
www.homesteadauctionrealty.com

HOMES
• Just outside town. 3 bed, 1 bath on a great country lot. Inside has been
remodeled w/ hardwood floors, central heat and air. Don't miss this one. 
Only $64,900. Weldon Rd.

• 3 Bedrooms, 1 bath brick home, appliances stay on 1 +/- acre. Located on 
U.S. Hwy. 60 2 miles west of Salem, KY $79,900

• Walk to school, great town home 3 bed 2 bath with large rooms and fenced
back yard and detached garage $79,900 hm.

• Buy the shop and give your wife the house 1.5 +or- ac. with 3 bed 1 bath 
home 48x48 foot shop concrete floor elc. & insulation. This property is rare. 
$129,900 ps.

• 4 Bedrooms 2 Baths, with Wood Floors and Central Heat and Air. Located at 
2631 Nunn Switch Road Marion, KY. $94,900

• 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, Corner Lot, Appliances Stay. Located at 602 Travis 
Street, Marion, KY. $29,900

LOTS
• 2 Lots 1+/- Acre Located at 310 Cherry Street Marion, KY. $4,900
• 0.35+/- Acre Located At 229 N Weldon Street Marion, KY. $3500
• 2 Corner Lots Located at 131 Lewis Street Marion, KY. $6,995
• Great Lots for Business or Home, Pick one or all Four. Within City Limits, 
starting at $5,000 for one, or $29,800 for all.

• 97.83+/- acres in Crittenden County and Livingston County, Attached, 
Frontage HWY 885. $159,000

• Building Lots at Grand View Estates. Located In Crittenden County, Lots 
range in Price $8,500 - $12,000

Beat The Spring Rush! 
List with Homestead Today!

We have people looking for property in and out-
side of Marion. Tillable land is in high demand,

and we have potential buyers looking for 500+ac.
Call today!!! Now scheduling spring auctions! 
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Sullivan Auction Barn
HWY. 141, SULLIVAN, KY • (270) 875-0019 OR (270) 965-2687

Jay Railey/Auctioneer #P2519 • Vern Stone/Apprentice Auctioneer
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AUCTION
SAT., MARCH. 15• 6 P.M.
Selling: Leather Couch, Nice Wood Table w/4 Chairs, Lawn Furniture, Queen
Bedroom Set w/Sealy Mattress & Springs, Nice Leather Recliner, Pink Camo
Compound Bow, McCoy USA Bowl, Cal USA Planter, Old Budweiser Mug,
Frances Wells Painting Mother’s Irises Signed and Numbered 92 of 300, Ken
Holland Canadian Spring Painting Signed & Numbered 382 of 600, Funk &
Wagnalls Encyclopedia Set 1931-35, DVDs, Lots of Box Lots & Lots of Misc.
Also, Bring Your Cooler & Fill That Freezer Cause Gary The Food Man Will
Be Here Alongside Mark McClain With A Big Load of New Merchandise.

Come Join The Fun, You’ll Never Know What We’ll Have.
Have Something To Sell, Let Us Do The Work For You.

Turn Your Items Into Cash. Cash Back Fast.
Cash and Checks Accepted.

Our Mother, Mama and Great-Mema Effie
Shaffer will be celebrating her 100th birthday
on Thursday, March 13th.

We are asking her friends and family to as-
sist us in celebrating this very special birthday,
by sending her a birthday card to: Crittenden
County Health and Rehabilitation Center, 201
Watson St., Marion, KY 42064. 

Her family and friends have always been a
special blessing to her. Your cards will be a
highlight.

Thank you in advance,
Her family;
Linda and Virgil Cook
Chris and Tracy Cook
Charles and Natasha Cook
Caroline and Ashleigh Cook

Happy 100th Birthday 

Effie Shaffer

Capitol
Cinemas
203 W. Main St. • Princeton, KY

SHOW INFO 365-7900
www.capitolcinemasofprinceton.com

Lowest Price In First-Run Movies

Son of God
Fri. 6:30, 9:15 • Sat. 3:45, 6:30, 9:15
Sun. 1:30, 4:15, 7 • Mon.-Thur. 6:30

    Mr. Peabody & Sherman
Fri. 6:45, 9:15 • Sat. 1:15, 3:45, 6:45, 9:15

Sun. 1:45, 3:45, 7 • Mon.-Thur. 6:30

Nation’s #1 Box Offi ce

300: Rise of an Empire
Fri. 6:45, 9:15 • Sat. 1:15, 3:45, 6:45, 9:15

Sun. 1:45, 4:15, 7 • Mon.-Thur. 6:30

SNEAK PREVIEW

Divergent
Thursday, March 20 • 8 p.m.

PG

Starts Friday, March 14
* Now High Definition Digital

R

PG-13

PG-13

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Kentucky Division of
Forestry has tree seedlings
available and says the time to
plant for the best chance of
success is by the end of April.

Kentucky landowners may
purchase single trees for $5
each, $30 for a bundle of 10
or $38 for a bundle of 100.
The agency says its foresters
are available to help with
technical assistance.

Seedlings aren't shipped

after April.
Some local offices have

consolidated. Information
about which office serves
each county is available at
http://1.usa.gov/OjZID3 or
by calling (800) 866-0555. An
order form is available at the
same website.

Order forms are also avail-
able at local cooperative ex-
tension, Farm Services
Agency and Natural Resource
Conservation Service offices.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Murray State University
has narrowed its presiden-
tial search down to two final-
ists after a third person
dropped out because of
health issues. The next pres-
ident was expected to be se-
lected Wednesday.

University Vice President
of Communications Cather-
ine Sivills told The Paducah
Sun and Murray Ledger &
Times that Robert “Bob”

Davies, president of Eastern
Oregon University in La
Grande, Ore., and James
Smith, president of Northern
State University in Ab-
erdeen, S.D., are finalists for
the position.

Both men visited the cam-
pus earlier this week.

Murray State names 2 presidential finalists

Tree seedlings ready for purchase 



Fundraiser slated
for Senior Center

Crittenden County Senior
Citizens Center will be hosting
a fundraiser from 5 to 8 p.m.
Friday at the center on North
Walker Street. Chili and all
the trimmings will be served
for $5. Proceeds go to the cen-
ter. 

State jobless rate
inches downward

Kentucky's unemploy-
ment rate has inched down-
ward, dropping to 7.7
percent in January.

The state Office of Em-
ployment and Training says
the statewide jobless rate in
January was down from the
7.9 percent rate in Decem-
ber.

It's also an improvement
from a year ago, when the
statewide jobless rate was
8.2 percent in January 2013.

Kentucky's jobless rate re-

mains above the national
rate.

The state agency said this
week that Kentucky's con-
struction sector posted an
employment increase in Jan-
uary. Other parts of the
economy showing gains in-
cluded the government and
services sectors.

— The Associated Press

CHS board annual
meeting next week

Crittenden Health Systems
Board of Directors’ annual
meeting will be at noon next
Wednesday at the education
building on the campus of the
hospital.

Park board director
sought for vacancy

The board of directors that
manages Marion-Crittenden
County Park has a vacancy.
Anyone interested in serving
on the park board should con-

tact Crittenden County Judge-
Executive Perry Newcom’s of-
fice at (270) 965-5251 to
submit their name. 

Crittenden Fiscal Court will
consider names for the ap-
pointment at Tuesday’s
monthly meeting.

Precinct officers 
sought for primary

The secretary of state's of-
fice is urging Kentuckians to
sign up as precinct election
officers for the May 20 pri-
mary election.

Secretary of State Alison
Lundergan Grimes says
about 15,000 Kentuckians
are needed to help administer
the election.

To serve as a precinct elec-
tion officer, someone must be
18 on or before Nov. 4, 2014,
and be a qualified voter.
Those wanting to serve can-
not have changed their party
affiliation one year prior to
their appointment.

And they cannot be a can-
didate or be the spouse, par-
ent, sibling or child of a
candidate.

Duties include arranging
polling locations with neces-
sary information and equip-
ment, processing voters and
completing paperwork for the
county clerk's office.

Each precinct must have
four election officers. Those
officers are paid $100 in Crit-
tenden County plus $20 for
the school they must attend.

Anyone interested in be-
coming a poll worker should
contact Crittenden County
Clerk Carolyn Byford at (270)
965-3403.

— The Associated Press

GOP campaign HQ
to open this week

Crittenden County Republi-
can Party headquarters will be
open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Friday and again on March 21-
22. The headquarters are lo-
cated at 110 S. Main St. in
downtown Marion and will
have campaign materials from
various GOP candidates in the
May 20 primary election.

NEWS BRIEFS

16 THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, March 13, 2014 

To The Voters Of District #3:
I am a Republican candidate for Magistrate and have served

3 terms. You know my record and know I have stood for 
the lowest possible tax increase to meet immediate needs,
while providing adequate services. 
I will try to see as many of you to discuss problems and 

suggestions.  Feel free to call me at (270) 619-1232 or 
(270) 965-2082 any time.
Thank you,

GLENN
UNDERDOWN
Magistrate District #3 • Precincts 4 & 8

PAID FOR BY CANDIDATE

*GO TO COOPERTIREREBATES.COM FOR REQUIRED DOWNLOADABLE OFFICIAL MAIL-IN FORM AND FOR OFFICIAL TERMS & CONDITIONS. FORM AND TERMS & CONDITIONS ALSO AVAILABLE AT POINT OF PURCHASE. PAYMENT OF REWARD
BASED ON PURCHASES IN THE U.S. AND PUERTO RICO WILL BE MADE THROUGH A COOPER TIRES VISA PREPAID CARD. CARDS ARE ISSUED BY CITIBANK, N.A. PURSUANT TO A LICENSE FROM VISA U.S.A. INC. AND MANAGED BY CITI PREPAID
SERVICES. CARDS WILL NOT HAVE CASH ACCESS AND CAN BE USED EVERYWHERE VISA DEBIT CARDS ARE ACCEPTED. OFFER IS IN EFFECT FOR TIRES PURCHASED FROM MARCH 1, 2014 TO APRIL 15, 2014. OFFER BASED ON AVAILABILITY
OF ELIGIBLE NEW TIRES AT TIME OF PURCHASE. ELIGIBLE TIRES ARE THE COOPER CS3 TOURING, COOPER CS4 TOURING, COOPER LIFELINER GLS**, COOPER RESPONSE TOURING**, COOPER ZEON RS3-A, COOPER ZEON RS3-S, COOPER
ADVENTURER A/T**, COOPER DISCOVERER H/T, COOPER DISCOVERER H/T PLUS, COOPER DISCOVERER HT3, COOPER DISCOVERER HTP**, COOPER DISCOVERER A/T3, COOPER DISCOVERER LSX**, COOPER DISCOVERER LSX PLUS**,
COOPER DISCOVERER ATP**, AND COOPER DISCOVERER CTS TIRES. REWARD AMOUNT DEPENDS ON QUALIFYING TIRES. **AVAILABLE AT SELECTED RETAILERS. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION GO 
TO COOPERTIREREBATES.COM
OR CALL 1-888-288-0359
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PLEASE SUPPORT

DANIEL 
KEMPER
CRITTENDEN COUNTY JAILER

BRINGING A FRESH PERSPECTIVE AND 
A COMMON SENSE APPROACH

NOTICE
Crittenden County Clerk's office will
close at 12:30 p.m. on Monday, March
17, 2014, in order  for clerk and deputies
to attend a training  session. I apologize
for any inconvenience this may cause.

Thank you,
Carolyn Byford

AUTO ART LLC
Col l is ion •  Paint •  Restorations

985 State Route 120
Marion, KY 42064
On right past Myer’s Funeral Home

Cecil Henry, Owner
270.965.4810

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

We accept all 
insurance claims.

DEER! 
OH DEER!
DEER! 
OH DEER!
DEER! 
OH DEER!
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Ridley recognized for KET support
The Friends of KET Board, a statewide network of volunteers, traveled to the Capitol in Frankfort
recently to thank state leaders for their support of KET. Recognized as a leading public broad-
casting network in the nation, KET provides educational programs and instructional resources
to Kentucky’s schools and classrooms. KET is the national provider of GED preparation materials
and workforce development skills for public broadcasting and other leading institutions. Pictured
above are (from left) KET Friend Sean Mestan, Sen. Dorsey Ridley (D-Henderson), KET Friend
Kathy Brauer and KET staff members Teresa Day and Amy Grant.

classroom to plan and realign
the standards they have to
cover before the end of the
school year. 

“Our teachers are great
professionals,” Clark said.
“They meet
the chal-
lenges head
on.”

Crittenden
County High
School chem-
istry teacher
Glenna Rich
said missing
weeks of
school be-
cause of winter weather has
meant some course work
needed to be taught again.
She said her chemistry stu-
dents are now learning about
chemical reactions and the
different processes that en-
compass those reactions. 

“We are dramatically be-
hind where we should be right
now. Having two separate
weeks out, it has been very
difficult to stay consistent and
keep moving forward,” Rich
said. 

Like all educators, Rich
wishes there was time to go

more in depth with her stu-
dents on some course mate-
rial. 

“I really have had to push
through some of the material
I would have liked to have
gone over more thoroughly
just so I can get all of the stan-
dards in this year,” she said. 

Rich said her chemistry
students – made up of sopho-
mores, juniors and seniors –
have a good maturity level and
have handled the breaks in
instructional days well. 

Catching up on instruction
isn’t the only challenge stu-
dents and educators face,
however. Testing is around
the corner, as juniors prepare
to take the state mandated
ACT on Tuesday. 

“We have end-of-year-test-
ing, K-PREP, AP exams and
end-of-course exams,” Clark
said. “There are a host of
things. The disruption does
impact the instructional cycle.
These are critical times as we
get into testing.”

Unless Crittenden County
Board of Education elects to
amend the academic calendar
at Tuesday’s meeting, June 5
will be the final day of classes
with graduation on June 6,
assuming no more days are
missed.

CLASSES
Continued from Page 1

Clark

FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

It's the biggest job Ken-
tucky's lawmakers have –
passing a state budget every
two years.

On Tuesday, the House
budget committee OK'd an al-
most $20.3 billion biennial
budget for the commonwealth.
That spending plan would trim
most areas of state govern-
ment, leave some areas alone
and offer pay increases for
teachers and state employees.

House Bill 235, the name
the proposed budget carries
through the lawmaking
process, closely mirrors the
budget proposed by Gov. Steve
Beshear in January. Like his
budget, the House proposal
would ensure an additional
$189 million in base per pupil
funding (SEEK) for schools,
protect Medicaid and provide
nearly $1 billion in new Gen-
eral Fund-supported debt for
capital construction while fully
funding required payments
into the state's pension sys-
tem. The measure also would
expand preschool for more
than 5,000 additional 4-year-
olds and increase funding for
schoolbooks, though at lower
levels than the governor's plan.

There is also a 5 percent

cut across most of state gov-
ernment – a cumulative 41.5
percent cut since 2008 for
some agencies – with lesser
cuts of 2.5 percent for state
universities and the Kentucky
Community and Technical
College System and the Ken-
tucky State Police. At the same
time, teachers and state em-
ployees would receive pay
raises over the biennium with
higher amounts given to
lower-paid state workers in
2015.

Unlike the governor's
budget, it appropriates mil-
lions of additional dollars for
some programs. It would give
$1.2 million to hire more social
workers for the Department of
Public Advocacy and boost pri-
vate child care provider rates
by $6 million over the next two
years.

HB 235, along with a sepa-
rate revenue-generating bill
and judicial and legislative
budgets, went to the House
floor for consideration

Wednesday, when a vote was
anticipated.

Once approved in the
House, the budget bill goes to
the Senate, where it is sure to
be altered and tweaked. But
time is running out for law-
makers, as the 2014 Legisla-
ture adjourns in mid-April.

Smoking ban bill dead
A Kentucky House bill that

would enact a statewide ban
on smoking in shared public
spaces and places of employ-
ment is dead for the year after
meeting strong opposition, the
sponsor says.

“It appears that the bill has
been pronounced dead for the
2014 session,” Democratic
Rep. Susan Westrom of Lex-
ington told The Associated
Press last week.

Local option gains support 
All eight living Kentucky

governors announced Tuesday
that they’re endorsing local op-
tion, saying it’s the best way
for citizens across the Com-
monwealth to have a direct
voice and vote in making in-
vestments that improve their
communities.

HB 399 would raise money
for local governments through

a temporary sales tax put in
place with approval of voters.
The measure passed a House
committee Tuesday and now
awaits an uncertain future on
the floor. Because it's a consti-
tutional amendment, it takes
three-fifths support from
House members to advance.

Marion Mayor Mickey
Alexander has said he sup-
ports this proposal.

Minimum wage hike alive
Kentucky Senate President

Robert Stivers said Friday
there's a “real possibility” the
Republican-led Senate will
pass some form of a minimum
wage bill, breathing new life
into a top priority of Democ-
rats in the House.

Stivers (R-Manchester) told
reporters that senators are
working on the House-passed
measure but didn't provide de-
tails about changes.

The House passed a meas-
ure that would increase the
state’s minimum wage from
$7.25 to $10.10 per hour in-
crementally over the next three
years.

(The Kentucky Legislative
Research Commission and The
Associated Press contributed to
this story.)

Lawmakers weighing heavy issues
2014 Legislative

Session
Kentucky General Assembly



STAFF REPORT

It was over pretty early. 
Crittenden County’s voyage to the

Second Region Tournament for the
first time in seven years turned into
a 72-30 shipwreck at the hands of
tournament host Madisonville.

Before the game was over, the of-
ficials had ordered a running clock
as the Rocket deficit became insur-
mountable in the second half.

Madisonville (19-9) marooned the
Rockets (9-21) in a sea of trouble
from the outset. The hosts’ athleti-
cism governed the game as the Ma-
roons rushed out to a 16-4 lead. At
the half, Crittenden trailed 35-10
and was struggling to find open
shots.

Seniors Devin Belt and Aaron
Owen were the Rockets’ high scor-
ers with just seven points apiece.
Crittenden managed just nine field
goals the entire game.

Meanwhile, Madisonville’s offense
never missed a beat. The Maroons
scored 22 at the foul line alone. Sen-
ior forward Ross Thomas led the
way with 18 points while sophomore
phenom Jaiveon Eaves scored 10 for
the winners.

“They just dominated us. They put
their best defender on (Owen) and
he didn’t get but one or two looks
the whole game. And they pressured
everyone else, too,” Rocket coach
Denis Hodge said.

The tournament game was more
lopsided than when the teams met
earlier in the season and Madis-
onville won by 25 on its home floor.

Crittenden had some shots inside
early Saturday but the entry oppor-
tunities disappeared as Madis-
onville’s defense gained steam and
got physical in the paint.

“When we didn’t make some shots
early it got out of hand quick,”
Hodge said. “They just really got
after us defensively.”

Despite the loss, the second-year
Rocket skipper was pleased that his
team earned its first trip to the re-
gional tournament since 2007.

“Now we want to get back to the
region again and compete, to beat
someone,” Hodge said.

The Rockets will come back in
2014-15 with several seniors and
juniors on which to build a compet-
itive team. However, its leading
scorer – Owen, who ranks fifth in
scoring in Rocket history – will be
gone and so will the inside presence
of Devin Belt.

RUNNING
5K race March 29
There will be a Spring Fling 5K

at 9 a.m., Saturday, March 29 at
Marion-Crittenden County Park.
Proceeds benefit the Lady Rocket
softball team. Registration begins
at 8 a.m. Cost is $25.

SOFTBALL
Opener in jeopardy
Lady Rockets are scheduled to

host Carlisle County for their soft-
ball opener Thursday at Marion-
Crittenden County park. However,
the game is tentative because of
the conditions of the field follow-
ing recent wet weather.

UPCOMING SOFTBALL SCHEDULE
March 13 Carlisle County
March 17 Caldwell County
March 18 at Union County
March 21 at Hopkins Central

March 22 at Todd Central Invitational

TRACK
CCHS opens Tuesday
Crittenden County will open its

track and field season Tuesday
with a meet at Marion.

OUTDOORS
Hunting seasons
Groundhog Year Round
Coyote Daytime Year Round
Coyote Nighttime Feb. 1 - May 31
Turkey Youth April 5-6
Spring Turkey April 12 - May 4

Hunter safety Friday
A free Kentucky Hunter Educa-

tion course will be held March 14-
15 in Marion with the Friday
portion starting at 6 p.m., and the
Saturday class starting at 8 a.m.
Online pre-registration is required
by visiting the Hunter Education
page at fw.ky.gov. The class will be
at the Marion Ed-Tech Center. For
more information, call Greg Rush-
ing at (270) 704-0334.

Hunting license renewal
It is time to renew your Kentucky

hunting and fishing license. Your
2013-14 license expired on March
1. See page 5 for details about li-
cense offerings from KDFWR.

BASEBALL
Saturday deadline,
player assessments
Registration for recreational soft-

ball and baseball for boys and girls
ages 4-12 is now under way. Crit-
tenden County Dugout Club is ac-
cepting registrations via mail or
during a skills assessment from 9-
11 a.m., Saturday at Crittenden
County Middle School gym. Only
players age 7-up will attend skills
assessment. Registration forms
are available online at The-
Press.com (follow the Sports link),
on the Dugout Club’s Facebook
page, at Crittenden Middle School
office or The Crittenden Press.
Forms were sent home to CCES
students last month. For informa-
tion, contact Chris Evans at (270)
965-3191. Deadline to register
without penalty is Saturday. No 7-
up registrations will be accepted
after March 21 because the local
teams will be participating in a
league that includes Princeton,
Dawson Springs and Eddyville,
and rosters will be frozen.

Rec umpires wanted
Anyone interested in being an

umpire for Crittenden County’s
summer youth baseball and soft-
ball games should contact Lafe
Riggs at (270) 564-5000. There
will be two area clinics and um-
pires need to attend one of them.
The clinics are at 2 p.m., April 20
at Princeton’s Legion Field and
April 27 at Fredonia’s Buddy
Rogers Park.

MISCELLANEOUS
All-Conference players
The Pennyrile Athletic Confer-

ence (PAC) has announced its fall
sports All-Conference player list
and 10 Rockets are among those
chosen. The PAC, formed last
year, includes teams from Critten-
den, Union, Webster and Hopkins
Central. Crittenden County All-
Conference selections were as fol-
lows:

Volleyball -  Brittney Buell Buell
and Haylee Young.
Soccer - Paige Hicks and Anna
Schnittker.
Golf - Aaron Owen and Devin Belt
Football - Daniel Wagoner, Travis
Gilbert, Lane Wallace, and Bren-
den Phillips.

Sports The Crittenden Press
The Press Online

The-Press.com

Twitter @CrittendenPress

THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, March 13, 2014 17

BOYS 2ND REGION
Quarterfinal Game
Madisonville 72, Crittenden 30

Crittenden County 4 6 10 10
Madisonville 16 19 20 16
CRITTENDEN – Owen 7, Gilbert 5, Belt 7, Young,
D.Watson 5, Tinsley 2, Champion 2, Hicks, Driver,
Hadfield, Myers 2. FG 9. 3-pointers 3 (Owen 2,
Gilbert 1). FT 9-14.
MADISONVILLE – Carver 8, White, Parish 2,
Combs 2, Gray 5, Buntin 2, White, McCuiston 4,
Eaves 10, Mason 8, Hayes 2, McFarland 3,
Thomas 18, Couch 4, Jackson 4. FG 23. 3-point-
ers 2 (Carver, Gray). FT 22-24.

CAREER SCORING UPDATE

ROCKET STAT LEADERS
Player Pts. Avg FT Reb. Avg.

A.Owen 12.3 99-165 2.3
D.Belt 10.6 45-89 5.7
L.Young 6.9 27-42 1.9
T.Gilbert 5.8 35-48 1.2
D.Watson 4.3 31-53 3.1
N.Dickerson 3.7 12-21 2.5
C.Watson 3.4 25-45 2.6
Z.Tinsley 2.3 8-21 1.6
T.Champion 1.3 4-14 1.2

Complete stats at Press Online Sports 

2nd Region Tournaments

Boys’ at Madisonville
QUARTERFINALS
University Heights 85, Trigg 60
Henderson 84, Caldwell Co. 71
Hopkinsville 96, Union Co. 75
Madisonville 72, Crittenden 30
MONDAY’S SEMIFINALS
Henderson Co. 98, UHA 92
Hopkinsville 97, Madisonville 65
Tuesday’s Championship
Henderson vs. Hopkinsville, 7 p.m.

Henderson junior
Maci Brown has
been selected to the
All-Region and All-
Region Tournament
teams. She is daugh-
ter of Nicky and
Danette Brown, for-
merly of Marion.

Girls at Henderson
QUARTERFINALS
UHA 60, Union County 54
Madisonville 58, Livingston 43
Caldwell 70, Lyon County 57
Henderson 65, Christian Co. 31
SEMIFINALS
Henderson 77, Caldwell Co. 43
UHA 63, Madisonville 41
SUNDAY’S CHAMPIONSHIP
Henderson Co. 67, UHA 54

POST
SEASON
POST
SEASON

Merritt signs with Brescia
Livingston Central High School sen-

ior Caitlin Merritt has signed a schol-
arship to play softball and study at
Brescia University in Owensboro.

Merritt is projected to play an impor-
tant role as a freshman next year.  

“Caitlin is coming from a strong high
school softball program, and I am ex-
cited to sign her,” said coach Traci
Smith. “She will add depth to the
Bearcat softball team and be able to
make an immediate impact,” 

Merritt played in 40 games for the
Lady Cardinals last season, batting
.377 with 16 doubles, three triples and
a home run. She pitched in 14 games
with an 11-0 record and had a 1.65
ERA.

Phillips
inks with
Brescia
STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County two-
sport standout Brenden
Phillips has signed a letter of
intent to play baseball at
Brescia University in Owens-
boro.

Phillips is a catcher who
hit .250 as a junior for the
Rockets and was second on
the team in on-base percent-
age and third in hits in 30
games. Phillips had the
team’s highest fielding per-
centage in 2013. In 185
chances last year, Phillips
made just two errors.

He will be back behind the
plate again this spring as the
Rockets begin their season
today at Hopkinsville.

Phillips was also a four-
year starter at linebacker
and running back for the
Rocket football team.

Brescia is a member of the
Kentucky Intercollegiate Ath-
letic Association and plays
baseball in the NAIA.

The Bearcats are headed
by four-year skipper Aaron
Biddle. Brescia was third in
the KIAC last year and won
the league championship in
2012. The club is 14-6 this
spring.

Phillips is the son of Don-
nie and Kara Phillips of Mar-
ion.

Rockets open
season today

Crittenden County returns a
strong nucleus for this spring’s
baseball season.

Catcher Brenden Phillips and
infiedlers Travis Gilbert, Taylor
Champion, Devin Belt and Dylan
Hollis are returning starters. 

Adam Driver and Nick Castiller
played a great deal last year and
will return to the lineup. Shelby
Robinson, who was hurt, will be
back, too.

Denis Hodge will coach the
Rockets this spring, his first sea-
son back after a brief hiatus. He
was previously the skipper from
1996 through 2009.

CRITTENDEN COUNTY

Rocket Baseball Schedule
March 13 at Hopkinsville
March 14 at Paducah Tilghman
March 18 Webster County
March 28 Graves County
April 4 at University Heights
April 14 All A Classic v. Caldwell
April 18 at Trigg County
April 19 at Madisonville
April 21 University Heights
April 25 Caldwell County
April 26 at Caldwell County
April 28 Trigg County
May 1 at Webster County
May 3 at Marshall County
May 3 Mayfield 
May 5 at Dawson Springs
May 6 Dawson Springs
May 8 Madisonville
May 10 Paducah Tilghman
May 12 Hopkins County Central
May 13 at Union County
May 15 Union County
May 16 at Hopkins Central

Brenden Phillips recently signed to play baseball and attend Brescia University. He is
pictured here with Bearcat baseball coach Aaron Biddle.

Rockets Marooned in regional opener

Aaron Owen Travis Gilbert
1,180 points 524 points
5th all-time 53rd all-time

BASEBALL

Rocket senior cen-
ter Devin Belt (30),
above, can’t get a
handle on this re-
bound while team-
mate Dakota
Watson (24) takes
position inside. At
right, senior Taylor
Champion (15)
drives into the lane
looking for a shot
in the regional
tournament Satur-
day at Madis-
onville.

PHOTOS BY 
DEREK McCREE

Livingston’s Caitlin Merritt signed with Brescia flanked by Bearcat coach
Traci Smith (left) and her parents, Jared and Christie Merritt.
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Crittenden County’s Lady Rocket softball clinic was held last weekend with several local youngsters participating. Pic-
tured with camp coaches are the participants. They are (front from left) Jaylee Champion, Mary Rachel Stephens, Jaycee
Champion (second row) Ashlyn Hicks, Kalli Champion, Alyssa Woodall, Lilly Perryman, Leauna West, Belle Minton, (third
row) Emily Hall, Khyla Moss, Bristen Holeman, Josie Tapp, Charity Sitar, Kaitlyn Hicks, (back) Courtney Beverly, Danielle
Byarley, Brittany Buell, Kali Travis, Cassidy Moss, Jessi Brewer, Megan Hunt, Carrie Peek, Kiana Nesbitt, Hannah Cook-
sey and Brandy Book.

STAFF REPORT

Bowfishing for alligator gar in
Kentucky is likely to soon be
prohibited, at least for a time.

The Kentucky Fish and
Wildlife Commission has rec-
ommended outlawing  the har-
vesting of that species of fish by
all sport fishing methods and
by bowfishing. 

Gar are a favorite target for
bowfishermen who find them
often in large numbers at night
in backwater areas. 

Fish and wildlife officials say
they’ve been trying to restock
the species in western Ken-
tucky, but continued harvest-
ing of the gar is prohibiting it
from a complete comeback.

“Kentucky Fish and Wildlife
is in the beginning stages of an
alligator gar restoration project
designed to produce self-sus-
taining populations in western
Kentucky, the former range of
this species,” the KDFWR said
in a news release issued last
week following the regular
meeting of the KDFWR Com-
mission.

Commission recommenda-
tions are taken before the Ken-
tucky legislature for approval.
Based on historical action, law-
makers will almost certainly
approve the plan.

First District KDFWR Com-
missioner Terry Teitloff said it
might be a couple of months
before the prohibition goes into
effect. He said biologists would
closely watch gar populations
through creel studies to deter-
mine how long the regulation

would be on the books.
Teitloff said fish and wildlife

officials believe stocking efforts
were being thwarted because
gar were harvested before
reaching maturity, thereby un-
dermining the goals of the proj-
ect to bring the fish back to a
natural reproducing popula-
tion.

Bowfishing enthusiasts also
find carp and catfish as suit-
able targets, therefore, this reg-
ulation will not put the brakes
on the sport. 

In other business, the
KDFWR Commission has rec-
ommended a registration re-
quirement for catfish
tournaments on the Ohio River
with more than 25 boats par-
ticipating. Tournaments would
provide data such as lengths
and weights of catfish caught,
winning weights, total weights
and other pertinent informa-
tion. Information gleaned will
help better understand the cur-
rent structure of the trophy
catfish population in the Ohio
River.

The next Kentucky Fish and
Wildlife Commission meeting
will be held at 9:30 a.m., Fri-
day, June 6. Meetings are held
at Kentucky Fish and Wildlife
headquarters located at 1
Sportsman's Lane off U.S. 60 in
Frankfort.

Persons interested in ad-
dressing the commission
should contact the department
at 1-800-858-1549 for more in-
formation.
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Alumni Roster
Player Graduation Yr.

Jim Thurman 1959

Bennett Smith 1972

Neil Decker 1972

Jerry Wheeler 1972

David Davis 1973

David Perryman 1976

Donnie Mills 1976

Bennett Redd 1976

Ronnie Heady 1979

Rob Towery 1980

Shawn Stinnett 1982

Monte Hill 1982

Dennis Moss 1982

Mike O’Dell 1983

Jerry Parker 1983

Hank Mills 1984

Keith Davis 1984

Dennis Hodge 1986

Jeff Porter 1986

Darron Holliman 1986

Richard Faith 1987

Greg Thurman 1987

Donnie Phillips 1987

Sean McKinney 1989

David Cozart 1989

Ronnie Moss 1990

Brad Gilbert 1990

Eric Henderson 1990

Jared Myers 1992

Heath Hutchison 1995

Doug Campbell 1998

Kyle Myers 1998

Chad Kemper 1998

Neal Bryant 1998

Nathan Howton 1998

Kullen Crider 2000

Justin Hill 2000

Kyle Hart 2001

Brandon Guess 2001

Landon Driver 2001

Matt Mattingly 2002

Andy Hunt 2003

Nick Parker 2003

Sean Thompson 2004

Aaron O’Leary 2005

Shawnte Moss 2005

Adam Attia 2006

Austin Berry 2006

Matt McMain 2006

Jacob Courtney 2007

Logan Stout 2007

Travis Perryman 2008

Adam Hardin 2008

Brandon DeBoe 2009

Cody Holzer 2009

Joey Pluskta 2010

Bobby Knox 2013

Ethan Hill 2013

Devin Clark 2013

Stephon Cozart 2013

Elementary

Basketball
Crittenden County’s third- and

fourth-grade travel basketball team

recently completed its season. The

girls finished runnerup in the West-

ern Kentucky League Tournament.

Pictured are members (front, from

left) Taylor Guess, Riley Smith,

Katie Perryman and Macie Hunt,

(back) coach Mandy Hunt, Grace

Driskell, Raylee Belt, Natalie

Boone, Addie Hatfield, McKenna

Myers and coach Lee Anna Boone.

More than 70 former Rocket basketball players participated in last weekend’s
alumni basketball games at Rocket Arena. Pictured at left (from left) are play-
ers Rob Towery, Shawn Stinnett, Greg Thurman, Jimmie Thurman, Jerry
Wheeler (with ball), Donnie Mills (partially hidden) and Hank Mills. Above are
(from left) David Davis, Denis Hodge and Stinnett.

ROSTER OF ALUMNI PARTICIPATING IN SUNDAY’S REUNION GAMES

KDFWR asking for
prohibition on gar



  for sale
22nd Anniversary sale on
Porta/Grace number 1 metal roof-
ing, siding and trim. 40-year war-
ranty. Call for low prices. Gray’s
Carports and Building, 907 Hop-
kinsville St., Princeton, Ky. (270)
365-7495. (13t-45-p)
Quality handmade leather belts.
Made in the U.S.A. by Yoder's
Saddlery. Available at Marion Feed
Mill 501 E. Bellville St., Marion.
(270) 965-2252. (tfc)ys

for rent
Creekside Apartments is taking
applications for 1, 2 and 3 BR
apartments. Within walking dis-
tance to grocery store, pharmacy,
restaurant and dollar stores. Laun-
dry room on-site. Call (270) 965-
5000 or come to the office Monday
- Friday mornings. Equal Housing
Opportunity. (tfc)

real estate
3 bedroom 2 bath home for sale,
310 N College St. 1,900 square ft
with 2-car detached garage &
fenced in back yard, $82,000. Se-
rious inquiries only please (270)
704-6404. (4t-36-p)
House for sale, 1508 sq. ft., extra
nice, move-in ready. 3 BR, 1 bath,
114 Autumn Lane, Marion, Ky. Lot
size 1.4 acres. Serious inquires
only, call (270) 965-3896 or (270)
969-8739. (4t-36-p)

agriculture
Round bale grass hay for sale,
(270) 704-0114. Will deliver if nec-
essary. (3t-38-p)
Fescue hay, barn kept, 6x5 round
bale, $30/bale. (270) 704-1787.
(3t-38-p)
Family farm operation seeking
crop ground and pasture ground
for rent. Contact Josh at (270) 952-
1827. (8t-38-p)
Hay for sale, good quality, square
bales $3.75; round bales $35.
(270) 704-0463. (4t-38-c)dj

wanted
Looking for 2 or more bedroom
home for rent in Salem. Call (270)
969-1404. (1t-36-p)
Buying Indian arrowheads and ar-
tifacts, especially interested in
pipe, pottery and bannerstones.
Single pieces to entire collections.
(812) 686-3865. (52t-29/15-p)

animals
ADOPTING A PET from Crittenden
County's Animal Shelter gives an
animal a second shot at life. Ani-
mals can now be seen online at
crittendenshelter.blogspot.com.
The shelter holds animals from
Crittenden, Lyon and Livingston
counties, so be sure to check with
the shelter online or at 969-1054
for your lost or missing pet. (nc)

automotive
1990 Chevy 4x4 stepside, $3,000.
(270) 965-2703. (1t-36-p)

lost
1933 keepsake ring lost at or near
Conrad’s Food Store. If you find it,
please call Tink Hicklin, (270) 965-
5135. (5t-38-p)

sales
Indoor flea market, Sat., 9 a.m.-4
p.m. at Salem Baptist Christian
Life Center (old Salem School).
Booths are $15 for 10x10 space.
Booths still available. Call 988-
2033 or 704-1567 for more infor-
mation. (2t-36-c)ch 

services
Need help with spring cleaning,
cleaning closets, outbuildings, or
your basement or just getting
caught up on housework? I can
help. References provided. Call
(270) 965-5955. (4t-38-p)

employment
Coppertop Bar-B-Q, 102 Cassidy
Ave, Fredonia, will conduct open
interviews for kitchen help, pizza
makers, and servers on Friday,
March 14. Apply in person be-
tween 8:30-10:30 a.m. (1t-36-c)
Fabricators Needed
Well established company has im-
mediate openings for Fabricators.
Applicants must have a minimum
of 7 years fabrication experience.
Experience should include the
ability to read blueprints and weld-
ing symbols and weld with all types
of wire and stick. Must be able to
run shear, brake, iron worker, work
well with others and take a project
from start to finish. Must have own
basic tools and be able to install
finished machine parts. These po-
sitions include an excellent benefit
package which includes health,
dental and vision insurance, paid

holidays and vacation and a 401k
retirement plan. The pay is based
on the applicant’s experience. The
positions are for permanent, full
time employment, Mon.-Fri., 1st
and 2nd shift. Applicant must be
able to pass a physical and drug
screening. To apply send resume
to: Saturn Machine, Attn: Fabrica-
tor, P.O. Box 69, Sturgis, Ky.
42459 or come in person to Saturn
Machine and fill out an application.
(2t-37-c)

notices
Legal Notice

Notice is hereby given that on
March 5, 2014 Joyce R. Harwell of
25195 Hwy. 43, Picayune MS,
39466 was appointed executrix
with will annexed of Anna Pauline
Moreland, deceased, whose ad-
dress was 108 Kevil Street, Mar-
ion, Ky. 42064. All persons having
claims against said estate are
hereby notified to present the
same properly proven as required
by law to the Executrix with will an-
nexed on or before the 5th day of
March, 2014 and all claims not so
proven and presented by that date
shall be forever barred. All persons
indebted to the estate of the
above-named decedent, will
please call and settle said debts
immediately.

Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-36-c)

statewide
AUTOMOBILES
AUTOMOTIVE PARTS SWAP
Meet & Car Sale. All Make &
Model - All Indoor - 700 Spaces
MARCH 23 Indiana State Fair-
grounds, Indianapolis, IN. 8 a.m.-
3 p.m. Info 708-563-4300
www.SuperSundayIndy.Com
EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
SAWMILLS from only $4897.00 --
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your
own bandmill - Cut lumber any di-
mension. In stock ready to ship.
FREE Info/DVD: www.Norwood-
Sawmills.com 1-800-578-1363
Ext.300N
FARM ITEMS
Our Sportsmen will Pay top $$$ To
hunt your land. Call for a Free
Base Camp Leasing info packet &
Quote. 1-866-309-1507.
www.BaseCampLeasing.com
FOR SALE
Mobile Homes with land. Ready to
move in. Owner Financing (subject
to credit approval). 3Br 2 Ba. No
renters. 859-977-3970
VMFhomes.com
HEALTH SERVICES
Pelvic/Transvaginal Mesh? Did
you undergo transvaginal place-
ment of mesh for pelvic organ pro-
lapse or stress urinary
incontinence between 2005 and
the present? If the mesh caused
complications, you may be entitled
to compensation. Call Charles H.

Johnson Law and speak with fe-
male staff members 1-800-535-
5727.
HELP WANTED
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for
hands on Aviation Career. FAA ap-
proved program. Financial aid if
qualified - Job placement assis-
tance. Call Aviation Institute of
Maintenance 888-207-2053.
Capacity Care is looking for part
time employees in many parts of
KY, $10 per hour. Contact
Tony@capacitycare.com or call
502-893-8414.
Colonial Life: Seeking licensed
agents or B2B sales representa-
tives to market voluntary benefits
to employees. Commissions aver-
age $52k+/yr. Training & leads.
Call Mallory 502-272-9670, MM-
Mayhall@ColonialLife.com
DIRECTOR OF PHYSICIAN
PRACTICES CCFP/RHC, Bedford
Family Practice, Warsaw Family
Practice. CCMH is seeking a de-
pendable, professional manage-
ment candidate to oversee the
operations of the Carroll County
Family Practice, Warsaw Family
Practice and Bedford Family Prac-
tice. Position requires excellent
communications, managerial,
computer, organizational skills,
work well as part of a team, ensure
smooth patient flow and relations
within the clinic and organization.
Experience in a Physician Practice
is required. Degree in business or
nursing preferred. Submit resume
and salary requirements to: Carroll
County Memorial Hospital Attn: HR
Manager, 309 Eleventh Street,
Carrollton, KY 41008. Email ad-
dress: kadams@ccmhosp.com.
Equal Opportunity Employer
SERVICES
DISH TV RETAILER-SAVE! Start-
ing at $19.99/month (for 12
months.) FREE Premium Movie
Channels. Free Equipment, Instal-
lation & Activation. Call, Compare
Local Deals! 1-800-254-1095.
DIVORCE WITH OR WITHOUT
children $125.00. Includes name
change and property settlement
agreement. Save hundreds. Fast
and easy. Call 1-888-733-7165,
24/7
SPORTING/SPORTING GOODS
GUN SHOW March 15-16, Sat 9-5
& Sun 9-4. Paducah Julian Carrol1
Convention Center (415 Park St)
Buy-Sell-Trade Info: (563) 927-
8176
TRUCK DRIVERS HELP
WANTED
35 DRIVER TRAINEES Needed!
Learn to drive for Werner Enter-

prises! Earn $750 per week! No
Experience Needed! Local CDL
Training gets you job ready ASAP!
1-877-243-1812
APPLY NOW! CDL Drivers in High
Demand. Get your CDL Training in
16 days at Truck America Training
and go to work! State WIA Grants
and VA Accepted. Tuition Financ-
ing Available. 1st yr. avg. $38 -
$40,000 per ATA (502)955-6388 or
(866)244-3644
Call Now! International Truck Dri-
ving School/BIH Trucking Com-
pany Now Taking Students! No
CDL, No Problem! State WIA Pro-
gram if qualified or Financing avail-
able. 888-780-5539
www.facebook.com/itdschool
Dedicated CDL-A Drivers benefits
& weekly hometime. 855-430-
8869 Apply online: AverittCa-
reers.com Equal Opportunity
Employer - Females, minorities,
protected veterans and individuals
with disabilities are encouraged to
apply.
Drivers - CDL-A SOLO & TEAM
DRIVERS NEEDED. Top Pay for
Hazmat OTR & Regional
Runs,CDL Grads Welcome. 700+
Trucks & Growing! 888-928-6011.
www.Drive4Total.com
Drivers-CDL-A Train and work for
us! Professional, focused CDL
training available. Choose Com-
pany Driver, Owner Operator,

Lease Operator or Lease Trainer.
877-369-7192 www.CentralTruck-
DrivingJobs.com
FLATBED DRIVERS - Starting
Mileage Pay up to .41cpm. Health
Ins., 401K. $59 daily Per Diem
pay. Home Weekends. 800-648-
9915 or www.boydandsons.com.
HOME WEEKENDS! $1,000 sign
on bonus. Regional flatbed. No
tarp freight. Excellent pay and ben-
efits. Owner/Ops welcome. Call
800-554-5661, ext 331. www.tlx-
transport.jobs
Need Class A CDL Training? Start
a Career in trucking today! Swift
Academies offer PTDI certified
courses and offer "Best-in-Class"
training. *New Academy Classes
Weekly *No Money Down or Credit
Check *Certified Mentors Ready
and Available *Paid (While Train-
ing With Mentor) *Regional and
Dedicated Opportunities *Great
Career Path *Excellent Benefits
Package. Please Call: (520) 226-
9007.
NEEDING REGIONAL Drivers -
Come join the leading team. NDL
seeking CDL-A Solos & Teams!
Home weekends. 2500 SIGN ON
BONUS. Solos: up to 44cpm.
Teams: up to 54cpm. No Touch
Freight. Excellent Medical Plan/
Dental/ Life Insurance. 6 months
Recent Verifiable Experience. 877-
334-9677 www.Drive4NDL.com

Classifieds The Crittenden Press
The Press Online

CrittendenPress.Blogspot.com

The
Crittenden Press
125 E. Bellville St., P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064 • 965.3191
information@the-press.com

Open weekdays
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday
Prepaid ads of 20 words or less are $6

for one week, with a 10-cent charge for
each word over the initial 20. Run the
same ad for consecutive issues for only
$3 each week. Now, all regular classified
ads are placed on our Web site,
www.the-press.com, at no extra charge.
You can also reach more than one mil-

lion readers with one call! Contact the
classified department for more informa-
tion about placing a 25-word classified in
70 newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The Crittenden Press

Inc., to fully comply with the Fair Housing
Act and to never knowingly publish ad-
vertisements that discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national ori-
gin, sex, disability or family status. If you
believe an advertisement published in this
newspaper is discriminatory, please con-
tact the publisher immediately at
965.3191.
All phone numbers listed for ads on

this page are within the 270 area code
unless otherwise noted.
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270-704-0530
270-994-3143

Crittenden County 
Health and Rehabilitation Center 

Has An Opening For
FULL-TIME UNIT MANAGER
Must have 2 years long-term care experience, willing to work flexible
schedule, willing to take call, be a self-motivated Regiestered Nurse
with a valid  KY license. Full Time benefits available.

Please apply in person at the facility. 
Contact Tina Kemp, Director of Nursing, for additional information.

Atrium Centers, LLC

Crittenden County 
Health & Rehabilitation Center
201 Watson Street • Marion, Kentucky • 270-965-2218

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer that Values Diversity in the Workplace. 
We are also please to advise you that for the safety of our residents and employees, we are a drug free work place.

Rock 
Solid
Glass

of Marion
Is a full-line glass shop 

Offering services in:
• Auto • Heavy equipment
• Residential • Commercial 

• Screen repair
Available upon request:
• Custom cutting
• Mobile service

For information call

270-965-2768

YOUR CAMPAIGN
HEADQUARTERS

The

Crittenden Press
125 E. Bellville St. • Marion • 965.3191 

www.the-press.com

• Business Cards
• Palm Cards
• Brochures
• Doorknob Hangers
• And Much More

rrs TM

We offer a wide 
variety of campaign
materials to help 
in the success of
your election.

“Let us help promote 
you to victory”

JOB OPENING FOR SAWYER
We are looking for a experienced sawyer for a
circular saw mill. Need to be able to sharpen
and maintain own saw. Ability to grade saw
would be a plus. We have insurance, paid va-
cation and a profit sharing retirement.

Apply at
Perry Hardwood Lumber

Fredonia, KY
Between 7:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Monday-Friday

TRUCK DRIVERS
HENRY & HENRY, INC.

Hiring Experienced Drivers:
2 Years Experience

Good Driving Record
Pass DOT Drug Screen

Competitive Pay Package:
6 Paid Holidays
Paid Vacation

Retirement Plan
Home Weekends

Company Paid Health Insurance
Apply at 

HENRY & HENRY, INC.
207 Sturgis Rd., Marion, KY

or Call 270-965-4514



able to recoup the Medicaid
money like we projected when
we put our budget together.
This is a trend we’ve seen the
last few years. I think we will
continue to see more Medi-
caid cuts.” 

Beshear said alternatives
to avoid closing the school
clinics were discussed. They
included raising local health
tax dollars in communities
that receive the health serv-
ices in their schools. Another
option was asking local
school boards for more
money toward their con-
tracts. Reducing clinic oper-
ating hours was also
considered, which would
have cut employee hours to
part-time versus full-time. 

“It was a lengthy and very
hard conversation,” she said.
“This board feels it is a very
important program. We tried
everything we could do. Until
the state either wants to fund
it, wants to mandate it or
works out issues with Medi-
caid where we are properly
reimbursed, it’s just not a
sustainable program. And
that’s unfortunate because it
is a very important program.”

Beshear noted that nurses
in school clinics are seeing
students who may not see a
doctor on a regular basis.   

“We had a great partner-
ship with these schools. And
it’s sad for our staff. They re-
ally loved working with the
kids and being in the schools.
It’s really hard for them to re-
alize that chapter will close
for them,” she said. 

Crittenden County school
board chairman Chris Cook
expressed regret on the clin-
ics’ closing, and said the

school district would explore
other options. 

“It’s certainly a disappoint-
ment to the district because it
has been an invaluable serv-
ice to our students, staff and
schools. But I completely un-
derstand the fiscal con-
straints that all government
funded agencies are dealing
with,” Cook said. “We as a
school board and school dis-
trict are exploring every pos-
sible option to be able to
provide medical services sim-
ilar to the current school
nurse program within our
own fiscal constraints.”

Cook said part of that ex-
ploration process will include
conversations with the
county board of health. At the
school board’s working ses-
sion held last Tuesday night,
board members discussed
the issue and explored avail-
able options. Because its con-
tract with the Pennyrile
District Health Department
doesn’t expire until after the
end of the academic year, im-
mediate action was not taken
at the working session. 

The next school board
meeting will be held at 6 p.m.
Tuesday at Rocket Arena. 
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equipment and free HT system only.

One Free!

$69997

One Free!

$69997

$42999

$194499

before extra 
10% off

� %%!� %� !� %!
Advertise!  

starting at
$89999

Side by Side
Refrigerators

$29999
For

Collyer’s 
Tax Service

Located at

535 Youth Camp Road, Marion, KY 42064

270-965-2045 or 
270-704-0905

Now A  Registered Tax Return Preparer.
Fourteen years experience.

We look forward to serving you again this year.
The IRS does not endorse any particular indivual tax return preparer. 

For more information on tax return preparers go to IRS.gov Kim Collyer, Owner

CALL FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

NURSE
Continued from Page 1

PHOTO BY JASON TRAVIS, THE PRESS

Jessica Belt, a registered nurse at Crittenden County Elementary
School’s health clinic, demonstrates an EpiPen used to treat pa-
tients who have an allergic reaction. Last week, Pennyrile District
Health Department announced it would be doing away with its
school health clinic programs with partnering school districts.

month, two days had given us
a complete thaw. 

- There have also been 25
times since Thanksgiving that
we have seen precipitation on
days when below-freezing
temps were recorded. That
doesn't mean all were ice or
snow events with a significant

effect, but it gives you an idea
of the nature of this winter.

- Perhaps the most painful
number to many is 17. That's
the number of classroom in-
struction days Crittenden
County missed this winter
due to weather. Only two of
those days have been made
up thus far.

But for all who are tired of
winter, there is one more
number to consider – 7. Yes,

in only seven more days,
spring will arrive, and no
matter what Mother Nature
throws at us, after next
Thursday, we can officially
wipe our hands clean of win-
ter.

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of
The Crittenden Press. His col-
umn appears in this newspa-
per periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or
thepress@the-press.com.)

WINTER
Continued from Page 1

Rescue squad buys ATV
Crittenden County Rescue Squad recently purchased a new all-terrain vehicle with $16,000 in
federal monies awarded through the Kentucky Office of Homeland Security for the purpose of
bolstering the rescue team’s rescue and recovery capabilities. The Kawasaki Teryx4 four-seater
is a four-wheel drive. It will be used primarily for land-based search and rescue operations and
will take the place of a similar unit the rescue squad already uses. An All Terrain Res-Q Off-
Road Rescue Trailer has also been purchased that allows the ATV to pull behind a gurney used
to remove victims from the scene of remote accidents so they may get medical treatment. The
money for the two pieces of equipment came from a portion of $2.8 million in Homeland Security
program grants awarded across the state last year. Donnie Arflack, the longtime rescue squad
chief pictured above alongside the new ATV, said the complete $30,000 award is more than
double the all-volunteer rescue squad's typical annual budget. A submersible rescue training
dummy designed for water search and recovery exercises has also been purchased. The re-
maining money will be used to purchase turnout gear for the squad’s 20 or so active members.
Arflack said the squad was in need of all the equipment. 
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